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MAKCH 318sT.—We have now 1,696 subscribers. 


FRIEND C. F. LANE, of Koshkonong, Wis., sends out 
avery pretty catalogue of seeds in general, and gives 
us, for the first time, a complete list of all the princi- 
pal honey-bearing plants. 





OwR friend, Hardin Haines, seems to have such an 
inveterate way of counting his chickens before they 
are hatched. that we feel it a duty to caution our 
readers against placing too much faith in his printed 
atatements, 


YES, we are going to bave the bee-disease this year, 
too; three have died in the house apiary and two out 
side, and they all died because they were at one side | 
of the hive, and the honey at the other. Just one 
hundred colonies left. 





Choice Seeds y 


Bee-keepers and all others who desire to purchase 
seeds tor the farm,apiary, nursery, flower or veget “Ste 
garden; agricultural or apiarian implements,supplies, 
&c,, should send tor our new descriptive catalogue. 
Price list tree. Address, carefully, 

C.F. LANE’S N-W Apiary and Seed Warehouse, 


4 Koshkonong, Wis. 





VAL. 

The Brooks Bro’s. have removed their Apiary from 
Columbus to Elizabethtown, Ind., and would be pleased 
to send you their new circular. Send for it before pur- 
chasing your queens or bees. 

dress, J.M. BROOKS & BRO., 
4-9d Elizabethtown, Ind. 


ITALIAN BEES FOR SALE, 
Great Reduction in Prices. 
Mrs. Adam Grimm will sell, and ship between the Ist 


and 20th of May, 1877, the remainder of her bees, amount- 
ing to about 450 Good Colonies. at the following prices: 


Pure Italians, from 1to 5, each Colony........... $8 00 

bd * o 5 to 10, = + 'F eotees tooee 7 

- - ™ 10 to 20, ” - cuss cccceee 7 00 

- tie . 20 to 100, ” W gedeusgeets 6 50 
Hybrids descending from Pure Italians, 

lto 20, each Colony...........++ A Ry pre 6 50 

20 to 100, * 9 Se ery ree coeccces ecvseescees 6 00 


Safe arrival guaranteed if ordered in lots of less than 25. 
Being appointed administratrixof the estate, I must 
sell said bees this spring, as the estate will be settled 
within a year. MRS. ADAM GRIMM, 
3—5d Jefferson, Wis. 


m. W,. Cary, Colerain, Franklin Co., Mass. Six- 

teen years experience in Propagating Queens direct 
from imported mothers, from the best district in Italy. 
Persons purchasing Queens or Swarms from me will get 
what they bargain for. Send for circular. Sing. 


Italian Imported Bees & Colonies. 


PRICES GREATLY REDUCED. 
Full Colony with Imported Ques... reranaatas «#14 00 
g “home bred Tested Queen...... +. 10 00 
Special rates for large quantities. All the Colonies 
sold are in mew and well painted movable frame 
hives ; all combs straight. 





1 Imported Queen after June Ist.......--0+-+e-e0+ 7 00 
2 “i ueens “ OTs 00600 o0ehse 6 50 
6 ™ a de!  auesdeneseeas 6 00 
12 ™ ” ” a  edececccsoccs 5 50 


Single Queens to Old Customers...cseeseeerseees 6 OO 
Safe Arrival Guaranteed on Queens and Colonies. 
References furnished in nearly every State in the 

Union and Canada, or among the most noted Apiarians 

of Europe. Send for Circular to 

CH. DADANT & CO., 
3d Hamilton, Hancock Cov., Ill. 


MUTH’S ADVERTISEMENT. 


HONEY JARS! 











One pound (square) jars, per gross.......... wees $6 00 
Two “* by 6 WH ewe secce- ce are 8 C0 
Gna: % “flint glass per gross.... 8 50 
Two ty os “ “ . rT oar lw 50 
Corks for 1 and 2 pound jars........-.++- wien uae - 7 
Tin toil caps, per gross........- bbnsapcesee iiekewsen 1 20 
Labels a Me cc nbagedshpaapaetens siecss ane ‘ 75 
A thousand labels address printed to order...... 5 (0 
One qt. fruit jars, Mason’s patent, per gross....- 17 00 
Labels for same, xe We weep ais 65 
A thousand labels address printed to order...... 4 00 
Uncapping knives, as good as any, each......... 50 
& ss per MOZEN.....eeeceeeee . 450 
Alsike clover seed, per bushel...... eaaeacns 13 50 
ei eiex ~ “ — peck...... oo neccocesseue 3 50 
red er: = 5 POUN.....0-eeeeerecese 40 
Catnip seed, per pound......seeereeeeeee esseccece 6 50 
= nS - OUNCE. . cccccccccccccccssccccserss 50 


Langstroth Bee Hives, 


Straw mats, bee vails ete., at reasonable rates. 
For further particulars, address 
CHAS. F. MUTH, Cincinnati, O. 
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Vol. V. 
HOW TO WORK IN THE SHADE, &c. 
ALSO SOMETHING ABOUT ARRANGING HIVES. 


= WINFIELD, page 270, asks, “Do you know a 
ed modern bee-keeper who has lived to the age of 
; 75?” Wowis it with our old friend Mr. Jasper 
Hazen who is now 8{ or thereabouts? I would advise 
Mr. Hubbard to get a stick of proper length and 
thickness: point one end and bore into the other a 
hole large enough to receive the shank of an umbrella. 
In front of the hive make a hole with a crowbar and 
put the stick into the hole and the umbrella into the 
head of the stick, then go ahead on handling bees and 
be happy. 

Your illustrated and instructive covers are perfectly 
eharming, as a page of illustration seems worth a doz- 
en of explanation. “Doolittle’s Apiary” and “Friend 
Rice’s Apiary’’ arc worthy of preservation. May we 
hope to see “Friend Dadant’s Apiury” sometime when 
it may come right? But, it seems as if you ask, ““‘Why 
don’t you send a photo of your own, friend K.?” Well, 


A. I, ROOT, i 








i believe I could show you handsomer hives than I | 


ever have seen but there are only 25 of them and these 
much scattered, but we may get them arranged some- 
time andshow you how we look. Meantime would 
like to see the “‘bigger apiaries” if advisable. 
Wa. H. Kirk, Waterbury, Conn., Nov. 24th, °76. 

Thank you, friend K., for your very ingen- 
ious idea. Of eourse it will be some trouble to 
have a stake made and planted near each hive, 
but it will doubtless be an excellent invest- 
ment for those who cannot work in the broad 
glare of the sun. As for us, we never feel bet- 
ter than when right out in the sun at noonday, 
and aside from getting burned, we should have 
no objections to working bareheaded. Where 
the grape vines are used, the umbrella can 
readily be slipped into a socket of tin, nailed 
to one of the trellises. If you use a chaff 
hive, fasten the socket to the back side of the 
hive. Planting your hives under trees, will 
partially answer the same purpose, but we 
think it pretty well decided that the shade of 
large trees is not exactly what is wanted. We 
want all the sunshine we can get on the hives 
in the spring and fall, and every morning and 
evening during the summer months, and trees 
do not give this. Grape vines properly trim- 
med, seem to answer every purpose, and the 
fruit amply repays for all trouble. L. C. Root 
recommends movable roofs for the purpose; 
these would be expensive, and would be liable 
to be blown off unless fastened at an addition- 


Published Monthly. 
Established in 1873. (10 or more, (0c. exch. 
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| will make a very pretty picture. 


& 
“TERMS: $1.00 Per Annum in Ad- 
+ Vance 3 Copies for $2,503 5 for $3.753 
Single Number 1O0c. 


No. 4 


| more expense were taken in making and 
| painting. 
| We must have our apiaries neat and tidy, or 
| how ean we expect to enjoy ourselves among 
| the hives? I have a friend living near, who 
has lately commenced keeping bees, and he 
} seems determined to arrange his hives much as 
they would look if they had been pitched out 
| of a wagon in the dark. They are at unequai 
| distances, not square with the points of the 
' compass, notin lines any way, none of them 
set level, some directly on the ground, some on 
twisted and warped boards, some set upon 
broken boxes, and unsightly ditches, brush 
and crooked rubbish, finish up the picture. 
We would really have an engraving made of 
the whole for a warning, were it not that such 
apiaries are perhaps a familiar sight to you 
all. While there, we fixed his two chaff hives, 
in pretty fair shape, and with a bushel of saw- 
dust to spread around them, they would make 
a very pretty picture alone. 
| Now, my friends, if you place your hives 
/ more than 6 feet apart from center to center, 
| you are wasting your ground, wasting your 
| time and strength in traveling from one to the 
| other and increasing the labor of taking care 
of your surplus without benefiitng the bees 
in the least. You also will gain much by ar- 
ranging them in the hexagonal shape, for the 
reasons above given, and if you use hives that 
are to be shaded, you certainly can have noth- 
ing prettier than the grape vines. House 
apiaries are, of course, already shaded, both 
for the bees and for their owner. 

We shall be very glad indeed to have en- 
graved euts of any apiaries that we think may 
prove interesting and instructive to our read- 
ers, but we do want to see a little more sys- 
| tem and order than are shown in most of them. 
| Go into our eities, and note the system and 
order that prevail in their offices and work- 
shops, especially those recently put up, and 
see if we are upto the times in our apiaries. 
Itis almost as easy to put things in good 
shape, as itis to have them in such woeful 
disorder, and the time saved in working with 
our implements afterward, will pay handsome- 
ly, for the extra expense. An apiary of 15 or 
20 hives, tastefully and conveniently arranged, 
If some of 
will send us photc- 





our California friends 


{ graphs we will pay all reasonable expenses for 


a! expense, and would be unsightly unless still | taking them. 
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ADVERTISING, DOES IT PAY? | Work getting out hives, boxes, frames, &. I won't 

; be | wait till June this time before I make hives. The 

amped NOVICE :—You said scme time ago oon | Western Ilinois Bee-Keeper’s Society will meet at 

Ab win mcg eheavhypstocngbasiinng: tened ads. paid. | Monmouth, on April 10th. Don’t pou think these 

ell, advertised my bees three times in | cocjeties do a great deal of good ? 

GLEANINGS and also in A. B. J, and received threc Look ; 

postals of enquiry. 1 sent Jong answers telling al/ | ttl “ie ing 80 in one of my hives to-day, 
; { ‘re is x a Sti PSs eS inst e " 

about them. Two! never heard any more trom, and | " : og a mene n all stages; young bees just com 

one, & Pa; sian, seat call that 6 Would be Mate soon 4 ng out. Ifthe weather keeps warm as is is now, and 


: acct op | it we have an early spring, we can: i ES! 
asthe holidays were over. Christmas has passed here 30 | o carr Seeeney Oe Ce wea ship bees and 
raise early queens. If persons want early queens, 


do you know how long the holidays last in Pa.?— | LI ' ish th 
’ seca : ; unwarranted, I can fur > 4 loze 
and no man come yet, nor have I sold a single ecleny. : an furnish them by the dozen for 


? 


Did \ ou ever! 


* ee ee ‘ 
Mth eid ar 


nth 4 


days 





Now, did my ad, pay, do you think? Well, one con- | 
solation is, I have the bees all in good condition, and 
they have had a four days’ fly, and weather still love- 
ly. Bees got plenty honey in their hives, and I have | 
at least two fullcombs of honey tor each hive, put | 
away for alate, wet spring, and I have hired my help | 
ior the farm for one year, so if my health is good I 
ean give my bees full attention. Who is more inde- | 
pendent than lI? If I can’t se!) bees I can raise bees 
and seli all the honey they gather. Wel}, as I have to 
keep the bees I will have to have G., so send it along 
enclosed $1.00. H. NESBIT. 
Cynthiana, Ky., Jan. 20th, 1577. 


$9.09, and guarantee safe arrival. 
HIARDIN HAINES. 

Vermont, Fulton Co., I!s, Feb. 19th, 1877. 

P. 5.—Find enclosed 25c. for which please publish 
this letter. 

We hope you will forgive us friend H., for 
apparent unkindness in printing your P. &., 
but if you reflect a moment, you will see that 
it is no more than you would wish us to do 
unto others. If an article in the reading col- 
ums was paid for, even to the extent of the 
small amount just mentioned, we feel that it 
is Cue our readers to know it, and we hereby 


| remind our readers that if they send us money 
for the insertion of articles, we can only con- 
sent to doit with a clear understanding by 


It would seem from the above, that it does 
uot pay to advertise bees in the fall, and as we | 
have said before in view of the disastrous), tent maw een neem ecaaived: fer taaetban 
losses in wintering, we can hardly be surpris- | the meh tg aS been receive for inserting 
ed. We are very glad indeed to have you! “yo, . : ; 
speak out, friend N., and we are glad to hear | We fear, friend H., that you will not, with 
sail tenis nein ailed ioneee oie: eam ealae: “Wei TO youth and limited experience, be capable 
ihink an advertisement of bees in the spring, | Qf Managing so many. And we fear, too, that 
will usually pay if the prices are low for we. | Youare making extravagant calculations on 

re, ? “ oti . ’ many ings . fe are cor . Te : 
heard last season from many of our readers | a ved boy yao hte ees spat t there ‘has 
who purchased bees of Mrs. Grimm, and we | CVF a8 yet Dech a Vyprian queen received 
believe all were satisfied We are now receiv- | alive in Ame mca, aud would advise you io 
ines neeebhomahie ean every month from our | Wit until they are safely at hand, before you 
advertisers, and we wish you to state plainly | advertise them. Will it not be better to give 
as ae She sip es ee 3a fair vind Loncsi aLeme ’ what vc 
whether the investment is a good one. We are ~ at Kith po ul abe a ss f so se b se wae el 
very careful to admit no advertisement that 6 bea? rather than of what you are going 
‘docs not give an honest statement in regard to. ~ , 
» goods, and none from parties who are not 
od standing, and of good habits. 
-—_—_--_——_-> > 


A Visit ‘FO DADANT"S, Ke. | /\ BOUT the middle of January last I helped a neigh- 


*p HAVE been over to Mr. Ch. Dadant’s. He has | Jc bor transfer a small colony of bees that was given 
‘| over 3. Q0colonies. I don’t see how bee men can find * to him, not supposing they would survive the win- 
fault with his bees. They are of a leather color, | ter. We transferred from box hive to one of my improved 
though you ean see 3 bands around them. High-col- frame hives, anda few daysago we opened them and 
ored bees are much the nicest, though the dark ones, | found them alive and jolly as crickets. They had built 
as I have tried both, gather the most honey. Bee} picee cf c The hive after trans- 
men say hybrids make the most honey. This is a mis- | ferring was placed in a closet within 5 feet of a stove 
iake, with me, any way. My best Italian stands made | where fire was kept every day and Sunday too, with not 
me 172 lbs., my best hybrids only 8i Ibs. I treated | more than a pint of bees. He shut them up tight by 
them both alike, had the same amount of bees, etc. | stuffing a piece of thin soft earpet in the entrance below 
About Mr. Dadant and son, they are the most so- 
ciable bee men | ever came am going to! upper and lower ventilation theory has gone giimmering, 
purchase of him 25 of his best stocks with 4 imported | in this instance at least. This not only smashes veniila- 
queens. Ihave 3now. I have sent to Italy and Cy- ' tion but proves that bees can be iranfserred at any time 
press islands for 30 queens, and will sell most of them; | of the year if carefully done. We waited a week or imore 
have bought 2 Cyprian queens. Am going in the bee | fora warm day so we couid work out of doors but not get- 
usiness eXtensively this year—will run 100 colonies; | ting one to suit we carried them into a warm room and 
do you think Lean manage that many? 75 are pure, | safely changed them without losing a dozen bees while 
and 25 hybrids. The hybrids I will give Italian queens, | the thermometer without was looking around zero. 
early, so as not to interfere with my queen raising. |; W. A. Doug!ass found bees ina beach tree; they went 
YVhere being no black bees in 3 miles of us, lean raise | into a hollow only a few feet from the ground. After 
y trouble. My 100 gucens will be 9-10) promising ile owner of the tree the first swarm, he cut the 
ili ailbe athome April ist. T have off above the hellow, then backed a wagon 
Hives ail pac bed, ent the 
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her snugly hid in a crevice, and they are now doing well. | 
Jouwn R. Les, Oxford, O., Feb. 17th, 1877. | 
While narrating the way in which very diffi- 
cult feats, such as transferring in winter, have 
been performed, we should bear in mind, that 
perhaps great numbers have tried to do sim- 
iar things, and have said nothing about it, 
simply because their experiment was a failure. 
On the other hand, it gives one so much confi- 
dence when he succeeds, that it is well worth 
the trouble where one has time. The plan of 
getting the bees from a tree, is all right, where | 
the conditions will admit of it. 
> ©@ > Be ——- 
HAIR MATTRESSES, VERSUS CHAFF 
CUSHIONS, ETC, 


“\ not has been said about wintering bees, bat I have 
’ 
Lh 


not heard one word about hair for packing the 
‘ hives; | have tried it for hives out doors, for the 
last 3 winters, and nothing can equal it. It is far ahead 
ef chaff in every respect, it never gets damp or mouldy, 
no matter how wet the hive, and always keeps the bees | 
warm and healthy. <A man, such a natural genius as | 
take you to be, I should think would have used it before 
this. In faet it is said you have chaif on the brain, but if 
you use hair L am sure you will then have hair on the | 
brain, where it belongs ; (1 hope you are not bald head- 
ed.) Tuse common hog’s hair that I get from the brush | 
factory for nothing; bog’s hair must be plenty in Ohio, | 
the great hog state. It might be well to wash it and let 
the hog smell get out before using, and it will last almost 
forever except the little waste. Tam trying hair, chaff 
and dry leaves this winter on 17 hives cut doors, On Feb- 
ruary Ist it was a very warm day, I found every hair | 
packed hive as dry as a chip, the chaff packed a little 
damp, and the hives packed with leaves quite damp, no 
more leaves for me. If opened all fly holes, cleaned out 
hives and took off covers, and they had a glorious good 
tly. All alive so far, but 1 shall look for spring dwindling, | 
for we had a very severe drouth last summer lasting from | 
middle of June to September 17th ; so dry that trees on 
hills and mountains died out and looked as yellow xs if | 
frost-bitten, and of course the bees could gather nothing. 
They stopped breeding very early and of course we new 
have very old bees to winter. November ist I packed | 
mine for winter, found they had no pollen or brood. 
Many of them had consumed a great part of their stores, 
but luckily [had quite a number of full frames of early 
honey, which was given them, and I hope enough to last 
until trme to feed in spring. I may have to feed in spring 
but spring fussing I do not like, but always zive them 
plenty of rye flour. Marcus Du Bors. 

Newburgh, N. Y., Eeb. 10th, 1877. 

We have often thought of hair, fur, feathers, | 
ete., and did experiment last winter with a 
colony done up in wool, but they got tangled 
among it in such a way, that we desisted. 
A friend uses cushions made of wool, and we 
believe with good results, although they are 
rather more expensive than chaff or cotton. 
We were not before aware, that anything in 
the shape of hair could be obtained cheaply. 
Will others look into the matter and report. 
The covering for all these various cushions, 
we think wil! have to be made of duck, for any 
other fabric will be soon gnawed through. 
Many of our friends have wasted money in| 
trying different kinds of woolen cloth about | 
their hives. Everything we have tried is soon- 


. > ‘ | 
er or later eaten full of holes and spoiled by | 
the bees, except the hard twisted cotton such | 


| division board, as if they were one swarm. 


| to their strength. 
| chaff bottoms, if the snow is kept swept up around 
| the Hives. 


as we have mentioned. Even the Indian head, 
is often soon spoiled, if put close to the clus- 
ter. (We are bald headed, but please don’t 
mention it.) 

i> +60 <-> 
LONG HIVES AND HOW ‘TO USE THEM, 


AT LEAST ONE, WHO STILL HOLDS TO THEM. 





i hy my surplus with the extractor ant all light 
td 


iM Y frame is about 13's by 11 deep, and I take all 
¥ 
“= honey. 


The hive is a chaff hive made 3 ft. long 


| and 25 inches wide, and it should be high enough to 


admit surplus boxes, made of planed lumber. The 
bottom board is nailed under the whole; then 2 boards 


| 3 ft. long and 13 inches wide are got ont and rabbeted, 


with hoop iron for the frames to rest on, and nailed 
inside, the right distance apart. Now the cardinal 
principle with us is to winter two swarms in one hive, 
and the entrances can be arranged to suit the bees or 
ourselves, in the sides of the hives, but never in the 
ends. Use a bridge under the chat! made like this, 
and resting on the bottom board for the 
bees to pass out under. The division board is ¥ inch 


! ' 


| thick, with a slot in the middle 3 by 6 inches, covered 


with wire cloth, and one at each end, of the same 
thickness, perforated with small holes, and chaff out- 


| side of these. 


Bees ought to be put up for winter about the Ist of 
Oct., and they will usually cluster on each side of tht 
Then the 
neXt spring, when they increase enough to crowd 
their quarters, take out the chaff and boards at the 
ends, and fill up with frames. Have half as many 
new hives ready as you have swarms, and when nec- 


| essary, remove one swarm from each old hive to the 


middle of a new one, and give the one that is left all 
the room in the old hive. This is working them on 
the “Long Idea” plan, which is the best, 1 think, Loth 
for ease of extracting and surplus, having tried both 
ways. The chaff can remain at the sides ail summer. 
The advantages of this plan are many. If one queen 
fails they can be very easily united, and they will 


| winter together where they woule not separately. 


They willincrease faster in the spring, as each has 
the heat of the other. About the Ist of August I put 
in the division board again, and furnish the queenless 
part with a laying queen, and double my colonies, as 
I allow no natural swarming. 

The season here has been 2 good one. I commenc- 
ed with 9 swarms and increased by artificial swarm- 


| ing to 30, and took 1,162 lbs nice honey; and all but 2 


are in double hives, with 5 to 8 combs each, according 
[ think there is not much object in 


Also, raise the cover a little, to give ven- 
tilation over the chatff. Wo. H. 5S. GROUT. 
Poland Center, Chaut. Co., N. Y., Dec, 8th, 1876. 


_ ee 0 ae - 
CARRYING BEES INTO THE CELLAR. 


S\ gry hands are disabled by rheumatism so that | 

Vl can not lift a hive of bees, alone, and even 
with the help of an assistant, carrying bees 
into and out of the cellar is the most painful and disa- 
greeable work Ihave to do. Our mode has been to 
run a stick under the bottom board and each lift the 
hive with one hand, while we steady i¢ with the oth- 
er. Once, in carrying a hive thus, it tilted and fell to 
the ground, smashing the combs to badly we had to 
brimstone it. I propose to adopt another plan: Take 
a trod of iron 8 feet long, cut in two in the middle, 
and make two double-pointed hooks. Loop the rods 


fl 





a’ 
a F 
‘' 
7 
‘ 
P or) 

1, a? > 
ys Gage 
at “ 

. < ‘ 
f’ “hoa 
Py gt 
tte “ei 
% é 
‘ 

tet 

er) 

»* 4 
al , - 

; “ 
oe te 
. ‘ 

; ear 
ORG aia 

te 
Be chee 

7 
» ‘f 0s 


a3 
+. 
| J 
» ore be 
« 
+ A oe 
le 
fey as 
: an 
< . 6 
. AF ol 
:* > 
Oe: 2 
é a 
"e 
' 4 
‘ " 
¥ ‘ 
’ Vd ys 
, . 
. : 
wf ory 
. 
- 
¢ y a 
tes 
. ~ 
2% ee 
eee 
eek Pe 
? : : 
* 
92's 4 
et a 
ate 
. wag 
PnP ke 
ait 
sng 
Fit 
+ , 
ty +, 
Sits 
ety 
hee bs 
ite 
alee s 
*” jae 
Bue . 
ve ¥ 
. 
Wt ey, 
‘ Ty; 
at. oy 
* ‘i 





ae es 
7 Tr. 
~ 


‘ 


aap oe, 
vt Bt ete Se ee. 


. 


GLEANINGS IN 


92 


BEE CULTURE. 


APR. 





in the middle, sharpen the points and crook them so 
that they will catch under a stick in the bottom beard. 
Run a handspike through the loops, drop one of the 
‘ods each side of the hive, and adjnst the hooks into 
the bottom board; then placing our arms under each 
end of the handspike, we can carry the hive, suspend- 


ed between us, down the steep hatch-way steps, much | 
| hive is wider than it is long. 
| out the idea, you will arrive at the Chaff hive, 


more easily and safely than by the old way. 
J. IL. P., Franklin, N.Y. 
We would suggest that to prevent the irons 


irom sliding about on the handspike, the lat- | 
ter implement be replaced by a piece of wood | 


2h, or 5 fect long, having handles at each end, 
like the handles to spades and shovels, and 
that the eyes to the irons be linked into cor 
responding eyes in this piece of wood. We 
shall thus have only one implement, instead 


of the two irons, and it can be very quickly | 


hooked securely under any hive. The Sim- 


plicities, and al! hives with movable bottoms, | 


can readily be carried about with it. The 
chaff hives do not need it, for one can lift them 
handiiy by taking hold of the eaves. Besides 
they never need carrying about, unless it is 


during swarming time to put an empty hive in | 
| Have you had any trouble with fdn. breaking down 
| after being finished and filled with brood, when the 


its place when the bees are returning. 
ae 60 Se 
A*PALK” ABOUT HIVES. 


FY NCE more I attack you for the purpse of benefit- 
¥ ) ing myself by your superabundant knowledge 
“~~ of bee-culture (no flattery intended). [Ot course 


not]. Betore many weeks elapse I desire to make up 


2 number of morel hives, can vou, therefore, give me} ~- fia ae 
; with brood or pollen in fdn. in section boxes. 


your Opinion on the following points: 
Would a hive made with and 
tiled with chai, with entrance for bees through one 


double ends 


of these ends, be sufficient to protect the swarm trom : 
[We think ft would.) If 


the intense summer sun ? 
not, how do you think pole beans or some kind of veg- 
etable of rank growth, would answer in Jieu of the 
crape vine? [IITave been used, and do first rate if you 
Why could not the 


‘lo not neglect to train them.) 
necessary number of frames in a Standard hive be 
turned half way round and made to rest ontemporary , 
rods passed through the hive and thus placed, be 
packed for wintering on every side and on top with 


chaff cushions? [Has been done; no objection 
the trouble.] If this plan would work then I should, 
of course, give up the idea of a hive with double ends, 


ns before described? SVYhy would not the matevial 


used in the construction of the berry baskets, cut the , : 
| bees. 


section | 


and 
I will 


right thickness, »nake excellent frames 
boxes? The weodis beach, I beiieve. 
you asample by to-day’s mail. [Are used, but 
more eXpensive than our sections, whea you get 


send 


space | 


only | 


| pew comb, 


are | i Edy 
the honey, they took the comb to pieces and carried it 


with double ends, we should say, that its 
greatest objection is that it cannot well be 
used as an upper story. Avoid it as you may, 
the hive now coming into demand, is one with 
two stories, and both alike. This necessitates 


; &@ shallow frame, and we cannot turn a frame 


around for winter as you suggest unless the 
If you follow 


and this, in connection with the Simplicities, 
for temporary purposes for shipping the honey 
in, ete., will answer every possible need, and 
we, at present, need both in every apiary. If 
it should transpire that it will not pay to win- 


| ter bees in the latter, they will prove of excel- 


lent service for summer use, and shipping both 


| bees and honey in. 


ihe 0 Ge Ga - 


EFDN. MACHINES, NATURAL AND ARTI- 
FICEAL CO%IB, AND FEEDING 
BEES CAPPINGS, 

7 BEE-KEEPER that I met since coming to La., 
oe says all the fdn. he used broke down after be- 
— ing lengthened out and filled with brood; still 
it may have been made when you were using paraftine. 
tdn. was made of beeswax ? I should think the manu- 


facture of the small fdn. machines by Mr. W., would 
stop the sale of fdn, to a great extent, as most bee- 


| keepers that have much to buy, will be apt to get a 
| small machine and make it themselves. A good honey 


season is reason enough for your not being troubled 


You speak of Mr, Doolittie’s pushing a knife through 
a piece of natural comb, and say, “of course it found 
but little obstruction,” as if @/?7 natural comb was ten- 
der, which is not the case by any means. The honey 
made from the Tietie, which blooms in Fiorida from 
the middle of Feb, to the Ist of March, is first quality, 
but the comb is very tough—the centre unusually so 
and very thick. Last year, at Shreveport, the comb 
made in the spring was very tough, but that made in 
June and July was tender. Might not some yellow 
wax make tovgh fdn., and that made trom honey of 
different plants, be tender? You also mention in an- 
other No., of its being something new, to know that 
bees would use cappings or pieces ol comb, to build 
Twelve years ago, in Ohio, [ had a small 
ewarm come off in July, that I put in a box hive, with 
satihe back, full size of the hive, to observe the 
To assist this smali swarm so late in the season, 
I placed pieces of comb honey on the bottom board, 
and watched them through the glass. After taking 


a glass 


kia 


ees 


hl Ae eR 


: | to the top of the hive, where J saw thea use it to help 
starters in, etc.) Iama Dentist and have an excel- | ; cs : p of the hive, gp pio Isa ne : sind fe wa 
, , ‘ : 1 al 2W CO oe yas a curiosity to mec ; 
ient dental lathe. Could one of the circular saws you | a wn : : rs a ‘i ~ ™ eA sdb - cS " t 

: : ‘ . k . | time, b ( ot suppose yas anything new to 
advertise be used in connection with this sod daaede nos suppose 26.W BOTH RE 


lathe, tor | RC ee 
light sawing? | Very easily.}] I see by most of the a ee: 


cuts of different apiaries which you have printed, that 


we 
ad me" 


SOP IE as OE ? “ r. 7) 1 ae 
Put. we 2 uty ad acl c weeie lassi hey ate 


ee 
we 


older bee-keepers. C. 
Bayou Gonla, La., Dec., 10, 1876. 
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wo shade is afforded the hives. Is shade, therefore, 
absolutely essential? [Not absolutely. 


weather.) 
In conclusion, let me say, that your “Ilome Talks” 


in GLEANINGS draw me very near to you, and have, ' 
act and | 
choose “the better part, which cannot be taken away.” | 


: more than one occasion, caused mec to 


(od bless you in the good work. W.G. PHEL?S. 
Milford, Del., Jan. 14, 1877. 

Your last remarks, friend P., have made us 
el quite talkative, and in regard to the hive 


Parties men- | 
tioned cover their hives with boards in very hot | . 
' condemn it at onee. 
|! combs break down, but have had paraitine 


The only test of pure wax that we know of, 
is to hang a sheet of fdn., made from the sus- 
pected wax, in the hive, and if it stretches, we 
We never had any brood 


combs do so when filled and sealed over. 

The sale of the small machines has certainly 
spoiled what would probably have becn « fine 
trade for us, but friend C. do you fear we shal! 
lose in the end by studying the wants of our 
customers? While their wax is right at hand, 


‘tt wou'd be too bad to ask them to send it half 
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across the U. 8., and then back again by ex- | 
press. We are very glad indeed to have you | 
corroborate what was just beginning to dawn 
on our understanding that bees make natural 
comb varying greatly in thickness. We be-| 
lieve light thin cappings, might be used to| 
considerable advantage, when one has no fdn. 


VENTILATING HONEY BOXES. 


isfied that one great trouble in getting comb honey, 

is having too much draught through the hive, or | 
having the surplus receptacles protected by nothing but 
thin wood.” If that is the case how will you reconcile 
the theory with the practice of that much spoken of bee 
man, Adam Grimm? When I was at his apiary in August 
1873, 1 notleed the caps of his hives raised on blocks one 
inch, or more, high, leaving the boxes exposed to view, | 
and as his boxes did not fili the hive on either side by all 
of ¥ of an inch, the bees could come out all around the 
tier of boxes, and of course that was anything but being | 
protected from a draught through the hive. When asked | 
the object of it, he said, “1 get a great deal more box hon- | 
ey by it.’ How are you going to Roof that aside ? 

On page 39, friendly Gormley says, “How any one can | 
dislike your metal corners is amystery tome. Let your 
Sharpville correspondent state his objection.” 1 am not 
the Sharpville man, but I can talk; mayn’t I? I would 
not use the metal corners if Novice would give them to 
me. And why? The main reason is they cut my fingers 
ao in handling. I always take a frame by the project- 
ing end bars, and in lifting heavy combs or jerking off 
bees for extracting or other purposes, the corners are very 
rauch in the way, and cut my fingers soit huis. There 
is no use in making a frame less than 3 inches thick and | 
with those you don’t need the corners, and save extra ex- | 
It is said the corners make the frame much | 
stronger. My frame is made of stuff %x} nailed together 
in a mould-board, and I will back it to hang as true or | 


‘oF page 34 Feb. No. you say “We feel pretty well sat- 


pense. 


stand as much banging as any metal cornered frame. I | ou 


have tried the metal corners, so it is no guess work. 

I must make a few corrections in friend MeGaw’s article | 
page 77. I began with 11 stocks and increased to 22 and 
got 312 lbs. of extracted honey. MeGaw must be mistak- 
en in saying I told him our locality is over stocked, for I 
don’t think so. There was about 140 stocks went into 
winter quarters within one mile of this place. McGaw 
thinks my stocks were not strong enough at the right 
time. If that is so, [ don’t know what strong stocks are, 
for our hives were “chuck full” of bees, as friend Cramer 
of Juniata, Neb. can testify. We have hundreds of acres 
of white clover, and last seasen when it was in full bloom, 
our bees were very strong and worked hard, but there 
<lidn’t seem to be any honey in the clover. I have known 
of but one year in which white clover gave us any sur- 
plus, the balance of the ‘ime it was only good enough to | 
keep brood rearing going. There must be something in 
the soil detrimental to it, for friend McGaw gets good 
crops of it, but he is nearer sand and that may be of ben- 
efit. Our main dependence is the fall bloom, which was 
a total failure last year on account of cool rainy weather. 
i have got as high as 116 Ibs. of extracted honey from one 
stock here, besides taking from them 18 frames brood and 
bees, and my average that year was a little over 49 lbs. 
per stock, 

The Western Illinois Bee-keeper’s Society, that friend 
Haines is working up, is to meet at Monmouth, Ill. 
April 10th. Witt M. Kenioaa. 

Oneida, Il., Mareh 7th, 1877. 

We suppose of course that our friend Grimm 
knew better how to raise comb honey than we | 


-- 





/asI lave reason now to think 
| heretofore. 
| in denouncing Mitchell, than have any of the 


do, but nevertheless would suggest that his 
hives were placed directly in the sun, and 
thereby became too warm for the bees during 
the middle of the day. Protecting the hives 
from the direct heat of the sun by chaff walls, 
will also protect them from the other extreme 
during cool nights, willit not? Our experi 
ment of blanketing the honey boxes was in the 
house apiary, and these boxes were gummed 
up so that not a bit of air could pass through 
them, yet the bees never clustered outside, as 
they do in hives that are in the sun. 

Friend K., we have known mechanics who 
gave as an excuse for working with dull tools, 
that they vould cut their fingers if made sharp. 
If we are going to have frames proof against 
propolis, they must rest on knife edges; if our 
readers prefer to pry the frames loose rather 
than to learn to grasp them a half inch from 
the extreme end of the top-bar, of course they 
willdoso. It might be interesting to you, 
friend K., to see the quantities of corners and 
frames we ship every season, to your brother 
bee-keepers. 

Take 100 nailed frames and weigh them: 
then compute the number of square inches of 
comb space, and afterward tumble them on the 
floor ina heap. Now do the same with our 
frames. You will find several pounds more 
weight to handle with the nailed frames, and 
if the tumble has not injured them more than 
the others, you wil! find they contain several 
square feet of space less inside, while the out- 
side dimensions are the same. 

> °° —<e-— 
“RIGHTS” AND WRONGS. 


WHO IS TO BLAME ? 
““N7OW, my friends, I do hope I may be 
| | able to see my own faults in this matter, 
‘and that my work may not be one-sided, 
it has been 
I have been much more vehement 


other journals; has my course been really a 
better one than theirs? He has taken money 
from great numbers of people, and has given 
them in return, rights that are, without doubt, 
of no use to them; he has also taken large 
sums for receipts that he claimed were of 
great value; he has also received money from 
others for queens and bees that he never sent 
them, but does it follow that our erring friend 
was alone to blame in this matter? All these 
offences are permitted by law, or at least it is 


| very difficult for the law to get hold of offend- 


ers who have no property. The law permits 
one to take $100 for a right for a single coun- 
ty, or as much more as he can get, and if it 
should transpire that the purchaser pays for 
the right to use something that is already free 
to all, is Ae not very much at fault in making 
foolish and injudicious purchases? If our 
friend Mitchell has a receipt for making bee- 
feed, and if one of our readers agrees to pay 
$10 for it, the transaction may be a fair one in 
the eyes of the law so far as we know. When 
the man finds his money is thrown away, as it 
invariably is when paid for receipts, so far as 
my knowledge extends, who is to blame? It 
seems rather hard to tell people who read lit- 
tle, and who are inclined to think everyone 
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honest that comes along, that they are indi- 
rectly to blame as well as the man who told 
the falsehood, yet I feel that such is the case, 
and could 1 take both parties by the hand, I 
do not know but that it would be my duty to 
speak as kindly to one as to the other. There 
isnot a community in which there are not peo- 
ple who will get trusted for goods without any 
idea of ever paying for them. Are they alone 
at fault, or is it also the fault of the one who 
incautiously trusts them? Both parties need 
educating, or rather, perhaps, Christianizing. 
Is it not the business of the journals to help 
to do this, and to do it in the kindest manner 
possible, consistent with showing up at once, 
wll that is wrong and deceptive? 


extend through 2 part or the entire Jengih of the frame. 
! claim for it several advantages. It is always in place, 
zlways in order, never leaks feed, drowns bees or attracts 


robbers. 


This patent comes nearer being worth the 
money, than any other we know of, but if it 
be cxcensable in this case, why not in all 
the others? The worst we can say of this 
friend is, that he seems to be in bad company. 
There is one more trouble: our friend sells in- 
dividual rights, town and county rights, and 
also allows manufacturers to sell boxes, and 
pay him a reyalty on all that are sold. This 
last man sel!s as many as he can, and soon en- 
croaches on somebody’s territory, and we soon 
have a tangled-up mess of it, in trying to de- 
cide whose “rights” are trampled on. The L. 
hives were,a few years ago, purchased and 
brought into our country in considerable num- 


| bers, with the L. brass trade-mark on them. 
’ - : | The man who had paid quite a large sum of 

My patent is on the insertion of the trough in the upper | 
part of the frame; it may be either movable or fixed and | 


It takes no space except that actually occupied | 


hy the trough, the remainder cf the frame being filed | 
with comb and serving its office in the hive just as any | 


other frame. I believe you will consider it the best de- 


vice for feeding that has ever come before the public. 1} 


would like to seli you the state of Ohio, 1 will sell it low. 
W. i. Hamirron, Plum Hollow, Ia.. Jan. 11th, 1877. 


money for the county “right,” threatened, and 
was finally told, that he must collect damages 
from the maker of the hives, because he did 
not enquire where the purchaser lived, before 
selling him the goods. We believe all parties 
soon decided they were quarreling about some- 
thing that lacked substance and so dropped it 
peaceably. 

Another of our readers has patented a honey 
»0x Within the past two months. From the 
sample at hand we should decide it to be an in- 


| fringment, it is not new, and is so complicated 


The above was sent us in answer to an ap- | 
plication for a patent feeder advertised in one | 


of our journals. 
tle wooden trough to be fastened just under 
the top bar to any frame. 
very rough, bad workmanship and cost 60c., 
althouga very neat ones can easily be made 
for 5c. at a profit. 


The feeder consisted of a lit- | 


The sample was} _ 
| Wine or Sorghum without using drugs. 


and expensive that he will soon abandon it 
himself, unless he gets stubborn and head- 
strong because somebody finds fault with it. 


from Cidey, 
Name paper 


VINEGAR.—How made in 10 hours 


| and address F. L. SAGE, Springfield, Mass. 


The objection to such aj 


teeder, is that we must either uncover the bees | 
to use it, or cut s hole through our qui'ts or | 


honey boards, something we believe has been 
voted a bad nuisance. Again we 


fear our | 


‘riend who has invested money in patenting | 
| cret, and the printed circulars he sends, would 


the device, Was poorly posted in bec-cuiture, 
tor the same device was used a long time 
#0, and has been illustrated in our Journals. 
As he is a minister of the gospel, 
he will not wish to take money for rights, af- 


we feel sure | 


tor having the matter pointed out to bim. | 
We have here again another illustration of the | 


jact that granting a_ patent, 
proves the invention to be new. 
it is beyond the power of the Patent Office to 


by no means 


Very likely | 


The above has appeared in many papers for 
years past, and we believe, in the Scientijie 
American constantly. As many inquiries 
were made in regard to honey vinegar, we 
thought best to investigate. The result is 
that our friend wants $5.00, for his great se- 


lead one to think he might get rich out of it 
ina few days. The story is very ingenious, 
as they usually are, and one finds himself al- 
most before he is aware of it, wishing he had 
the money, to send and see what the great se- 
cret is, until we consider that $5.00 will buy 
quite a library on almost any subject. Far- 
thermore, out of all the money we have paid, 


' and have ever seen paid for such receipts, not 


determine, and stiil worse, they seem of late | 


incapable of determining What has already 
been patented. 

Last summer I cave German Bee-sting Cure’a pretty 
thorough trial on myself and others, but so far as any ef- 
fect was perceptible it is of no value whatever. 
ler refuses to refund the money and the proprietor wil! 
not even answer, The Cure is warrented, You may pub- 
iish the above Gver my signature. S. W. Han. 

La Moilie, lowa, Jan. 5ih, 1877. 

Let us try to think, friend H., that those who 
sold the “Cure,” 
sess virtue; as it 
racre, 
error. 
money when goods prove unsatisfactory. 
us be charitable, and more careful in furure. 


is now offered for sale no 


Py} ha * 
A frieud has a 


very pretty honey box that i 


P . } a * 
patcnted, and he 


charges *5.00 for 


| the proper books, and are weli known. 


the sel- | 


honestly believed it te pos-! 
we presume they are aware of their) 
Many do not feel it a duty to refund} 
Let | 


: ments, of such a nature. 


i 


one has ever proved ol apy value at all, and 
the greater part of them, are already given in 
We 
have given friend Sage a free advertisement, 
and so he should not complain, and if there 
are those among our readers who do think it 
right to buy and sell receipts, we presume it 
is our duty to let them do so without arguing 
the matter. 

A few days ago we sent 75c. for a bee-feeder ; 
it was made of tin, and held a pint. They can 
be made by the quantity for 1Ce., and it does 
scem as if they shonid be retailed at 25c. even 
if it did cost $60. or more to patentit. Ifour 
friends are willing to pay the price, perhaps 
there is nothing wrong ip the transaction af- 
terall. The only point with me to decide, is 
whether 1 feel in recciving advertise- 
As L reaily do not, I 
hope our friends will excuse me for returning 


their money, when Rch Q purp 


righ t 
Big 03 fi 


sat frye RYE) 
Sen bor Ose. 
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SFARVATION. hives, those in a couple of chaff hives pur- 
chased late in the fall, were found full as nice 
oo UE or toot piece . sg ofc’ agar rte amy of tee as any in the cellar, and while the combs seem- 
or feeding one stock of bees yh ve u , : 4 . wy oiva my 
honey of their own, being a new swarm and trausfer- = oe nose mat Ae sae os aes — 
red rather late in the summer from a box to a frame hive either outside or inside of the hive. He re- 
a good strong stock, Wintered in friend Greenman’s | marked that he had examined them all through 
gellar. I laid the sticks of candy on top of frames, and the severest weather, and as no frost was seen 
ever them a piece of Brussels carpet which left little air} near the cluster, he verily believed a potato 
spaces at the sides. They seemed to thrive tilla month | would have remained unfrozen during the 
ago when I placed another large piece of Kidderminster | whole winter, if placed under the chaff cush- 
earpet over the other to make it warmer and cover the | jon. The chaff hives are certainly heavy, un- 
open spaces. Entrance hole not fully open having a} wieldy things—nearly 100 lbs.—but they are 
piece of wood before it but not close up. I found the really a labor-saving (and bee saving) institu- 
bees all dead the other day. Some can¢ly left on top but / tion in other respects. 
not much, one stick down among the combs not touched, anil alla lla 
not one bee above, some lying near the candy, but the | CHAFF OR STRAW UNDER THE BEES, 
most of them on the bottom, entrance choked up and AND HINGES FOR THE COVERS. 
numbers gone behind the division board. Mice had eat- | gw jogking over GLEANINGS I see nothing in rezard to 
en off the heads and bodies of some. Query. Were they | 4 putting anything under the hive. You say use chaff 
smothered to eae Were they ‘ remearsa il ny th re f > | ““oashions at the sides and top, but nothing under them. 
voring of the candy? Or were they starved to death? | Now why not take a straw mat or even loose straw and 
Hive looked clean, and smelt as stocks usually do—bot- | set the hiveon that? 1 think that would prevent water 
tom looked wet GEO. GANSBY. | and ice accumulating under the hive in winter, and one 
Stayner, Ont., ‘ary Feb. 26th, 1877. F could close the entrance to prevent the escape of bees on 
Very rei cases € pocnapi yeas pif verse | eold days, and there would be no danger of smothering 
and nothing else, where one who takes a hasty | them. 
ebservation, would say they had food when} wWiaue f think of it you don’t say how you hinge the 
they died. The candy sent us we think all | lids or covers to your hives so as to be movable at will. 
right, and should have no fear of any of the | { suppose you use small butts. This would be my way so 
flavoring extracts used in the candies usually as to be movable without taking the bugts off every time 
sold. Bees in winter, especially those in @| one wants to move a lid or cover; take eyelet screws 
good cellar, move about but little, and unless | ana serew them into cover ‘y inch from the lower edge, 
there is honey on all sides, they are very apt to then take wire of tha right siza and bend rieht angle lone 
awe it, and become so enfeebled by want of} , ouch to reach through the hive and clinch, then bend 
food, as to drop to the bottom helpless, when | at richt angles again so as to go through the eyelets in the 
food = to be found within a few inches. ‘ Phis cover. In this way they will slip on and off without any 
is more frequently the case where the hive a8 trouble. If these thoughts are worthy of note, use thent, 
large aud eee where there is but a small if not, cast them one side. B. G. WATKINs. 
eluster of bees. If bees are to be wintered en- Nv vee 
ms t Harmony, N. Y., Feb. 20th, 1877. 
tirely on candy, it should be given them before FR a A: SiGe a Free 
very cool weather sets in, that they may liqui-_ | Psinaichors a ai ae ae op apo He 
fy a considerable portion of it and store it in| 2@V/NS Caah une -wst ar teccelng deat tig yan ag ees 
the cells; otherwise they are liable to be de- for the bottom yoards of sach ‘Seem much 
pendent entirely on the candy at a time when| @tyer aud nicer, and the hive seems much 
the few that could cluster on it would be un-| 2°&ter frost: proof. erat Sls 
able to lick up enough to supply the rest. We W . have abandoned all kind of hinges - 
have lost colonies several times under just such out Spree, and simply have the pein loose. 
circumstances. Had they been between, or | It is true they would oo SINR. DONA fe 
rather surrounded on all sides with thick chaff | hinged — but the difficulty of — “9 3 cod | 
eushions, and then candy enough given them | C°¥¢T hinged so as to fit every hive is such 
so that the greater part of them could have| tat we have decided it was too much ma- 


thineryv. + y ra , 
clustered over it, there would probably have | ©Hisery, und now have all loose. 
| ED COO gt — 


been no trouble. Suppose you have all the BOX HIVES. ARE THEY E VER 1 ADVIS- 
eombs in the hive fall of sealed honey, except | Seis ABLE? suche 

a circle of empty cells in the middle large | 
enough for the bees to cluster in, do you not! “Py ON’T you think a box hive just as good as one 
see how differently they are situated from | ‘I ) with frames for farmers’ use, or for those who 
those that have to crawl all over a large cold | | —~ never open a hive after the bees are put into it ? 
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hive to find little patches of honey that may | I think packing hives in chaff for wintering the best *)4 


have been left? Once more; we have no fear | thing yet devised. C. AULLS. 
at all, of there being too much honey in the} Clinton, Mich. ,Feb. 27th 1877. 


hive in the winter for the well-being of its oc- Those who have bees in box hives frequently 


cupants. If the bees do not all perish of star- {| lose them, as well as other folks, and after the P 


vation in the way we have mentioned, they | bees are dead, what is to be done with them? 
eften die in large clusters, sometimes the! If the combs are built in frames, even rude, 
queen among them, and then we have remain- | cheap ones, they can be taken out entire, with 





ing a weak queenless colony. Who has not in| very much less trouble than where no frames / 


looking over his hives in the spring, found | are used. When out, if any honey remains, it ¢&, 


heaps of dead bees at one side of the hive? can be used with very little trouble and not 


We yesterday looked over the bees belonging | much of the usual muss and daubing. The, 
to a friend, and while heaps of dead bees were | same will apply to bees that have been taken Py 


found at the entrances of the unprotected! up with brimstone. Now we have many times 
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before said that nice combs can be sold to al-| the chaff hives areas clean and white as they 
7. cs most any progressive bee-keeper—and we] were when first painted. This one fact alone, 
 *" think one may how be found in almost every | is enough to pay for the chaff covering, to any 
> * uecighborhood—for at least 25c. each. <A fair} one whois annoyed by unsightly spots and 
+ «3 colony would build 10 such easily in a sea-; daubson the fronts of their neatly painted 
@ son. Would not $2.50 pay for the extra ex-)| hives in the spring time. 
Fe ae pense of frames? It is true that the comb in| me 8G e 
®5,2 box hive might be sold for something, but ! FREEZING BEES, 
,* for how much, think you, compared with the | . 
oy Same combs built in L. frames? Suppose you! ; 
-#have one box hive containing much more | = 
‘%. 4 YY vn ¢ ¢ . « ta ets ‘ing: | 
jg than they need and another that is, sta?ving | gicek, wish about two-thirts of a pint of young bees 
7 Mily, while if the stores were in frames, you | enh heal pata sie ine ag _ = 
“scould, ina twinkling, equalize the two. “In { BOBeF See Sere > Sen Sn: SP wt ap nee 
Sour opinion, the very best way in the world to hapapate apt eens Apiansgrie hes Ricemndeg tase gph ye Rec aap 
Biced bees, isto have some heavy combs laid | 0Pem 5° that they could come ous whenever they 
4 #:.way for such emergencies, and then you can | Chane, cod ark the hive Py the cout of Bie homes oe 
take care that they do mnie starve any day in | that I could look in often. We have had some cold 
- a : ay er jee . _| Weather, the thermometer being 26° below zero, and 
she year. Can this ever be done with box | ; ¥ 
¢fhives? Onr opinion of having bees in boxes | rg gy exten abies fap acts bane Dita ge lays 
Pvithout frames. under any circumstances. ig | OF Jan. it was warm enough fer all my bees to have a 
pa hat itis about equivalent to pouring the grain goat fly, and f —_ * om oS Sg SRA pee 
-% hat you feed your horses and cattle, into the | Chom ative Sad lively. get. & steg, from. chem 5 Gay 
Sanud, because you, by so doing, save the ex- | had eaten a good-sized lump of A coffee sugar, and 










ITAVE seen some enquiry as to how much cold a 
stock of bees could stand out of doors and live. 
‘ Texperimented with one stand, it was a weak 


Reuse of feed troughs. | anger irom front to rear of nive, od post yah mage of 
et : ne cold air Isuppose. The next day was also warm, and 
ie a a | again looked in but not a live bee was in the hive. 
‘f , DYSENTERY 26 | Where were they?’ My opinion is that they become 
LB CAUSE AND PREVENTION, | disgusted with their treatment and le{t to better their 
ave ; ee Sess ste eS ae | condition. We have had tine weather sinee the 27th 
oy eedpees pan gedit pps Dangalaial ot last month, and there have been but two days that 
: ‘Gs 2 uss ivtne “They saat gs fy Feb. 1th nnd all | the bees were not out. I have been feeding flour, 
bas ot Ate shalt coe | but Lam a little afraid that it is crowding the searon 
* 


2, orgs _ _— See of dysentery. . The} somewhat, for our Marches ae some here, but not 
ee € of the worst kind, all fall honey and most of | icmeirna 
. we apoants> bcs is hike cells of gear é sg-pisenehaas- | Well, friend Root, as you cannot get bee-keepers to 

gbite grains; the bees eat the watery honey and | gor0¢ upon a standard frame and honey box, that will 
Weave the white particles. Some of the hives were | fit any hive, suppose you reverse the thing and make 
: sully eme ared with a tarry black stinking mass. Ail | a hive that will iit ae frame or honey box, or any 
oldie brood we fromf2 to M combs. {am going to set, number of them: India rubver hives would fit any 
mem — e Saet wanes oar { have yet 300 Ibs. of sized colony; you would not have to go to the trouble 
# !i honey: I want to sell it for ie, ¢ | of extra upper stories: you could always tell the size 
fe 9. DUrPELER, Wequiock, Wis., feb. Mth, ic77- | of your coloay by the way the hive was stretched, 
*,)' Although it may be difficult to tell what to | and the entrance—weil, ot course, as the colony in- 
a’ ith bees when in the predicament above | creased and got larger, the eatrance would stretch to 
v-entioned, without warm weather to allow | suit, and as the colony dwindled the entrance would 
; ecu to ily, or preserved combs of nice, sealed | draw up to just suit. I think that it would knock 
7 money with which to replace the bad stores, | your hoop hive iuto cold, oblivious shade. 
ye may suggest a very easy means of prevent-| Ep. WELLINGTON, Riverton, Ia., Fev. 12th, 1877. 
a We agree with you, that the bees probably 


iy sac such a result in the future. Had the hives | 
Speen close and warm, like the chaff. hives, | left their hive because they were disgusted 
ay yen this fall honey was gathered, we really | with sach a cold place, and we have known 


i 

¢* 13 , . , ‘ , : t H Fy ; ; ; 

D Dies e they wonid have sealed up the honey, | quite a number to desert under quite similar 
Is it not possible that much 


astead of leaving it iu this unfinished state. ! circumstances. 
Sgr experiments with honey boxes, covered | of the swarming out in the spring is caused 
eyad uncovered, have pretty strongly confirmed | by just such poorly made hives, er by having 
es a2. Opinion in this matter. ; 















ar Opi ’. Again, had they | too few bees to make the large open hives com- 

$ven allowed to keep their combs of sealed | fortable? Perhaps the rubber hive would 

] ey that they gathered and sealed up in the | remedy all the troubles, but a ehaff hive and 

4 See part of the season, we think there would | chaff cushion division boards, will answer the 

(fq) 7 ve been no trouble. If it be urged that} same purpose so well, that we think we will 

; Beats 4 5 y we uld swarm incessantly if t his honey | have to be satisfied, especially as everybody 

; bes Bere RO extracted, we would advise setting | now seems disposed to adopt the L. frame. We 

a ma: ph heavy combs away until they are to be! would most emphatically urge beginners to 

% J Sar pared tor winter. Six well filled L. combs adopt what seems to bid fair now, to be the 
mist &- 


43! winter any colony, we do verily believe,! national frame. You are certainly with the 
| great majority on that, and it has been so 


| well tested, that it cannot be, very far out of 


wa 


_ “ai they can with only these 6 combs, be put 

selose and warm quarters, and with the chaff | 

ag: 3 phions around and over them, it would be! the way. Two-story hives, since the advent 

“Ay ite MSe Sidecd to tind any traces of dysentery; | of fdn., are certainly the ones that will be used, 
entrances Of many of our common | and deep frames are beginuing alrealy to be 


soiled, and fi'thy to look at, those of ' discarded. 
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WAXING BARRELS FOR HONEY, EFrc. 


<@- MADE enquiry of you some time since, about pine 
kegs, whether you thought they would answer 
~ (your reply was in the aflirmative,) if well coated 
with paraffine. Mr. Jones, Beeton, says it will spoil 
honey to beputin them. Would you kindly let me 
know if you have seen, or known of any used suc- 
cessfully? Ihave had a number made and would 
rather loze them than spoil a crop of honey. I have 
had some difficulty in disposing of extracted honey, 
having to create a market for it in places around me. 
1 have sold all the comb honey I could buy in these 
parts,—not having any myself—and have market for 
a large lot yet. Could you inform me of any person in 
Ontario with a quantity to cell? I could give 17c. 
cash for it, if in nice boxes, small preferred, within 2 
or 300 miles of Toronto, having several parties there 
tosupply. Can you give me the botanical names of 

golden rod and purple-top fireweed ? 

BENJ. C. GREENMAN,. 
Stayner, Can., Dec., 2th, 1876. 


It is quite a serious matter indeed to put 
honey in anything that will injure it, but we 
are so well pleased with paraffine, that we 
should not hesitate to put the honey even in 
pine, if we were careful to coat perfectly every 
part inside. This operation is much more 
easily done with parafline than with wax, for 
when melted it runs almost as freely as water, 
and every portion of the barrel can be given 
several coats before it cools, even if we use 
but a small quantity. Again, wax sometimes 
cleaves from the wood, which we believe para- 
tine never does. We spoiled quite a quantity 
of honey, or at least made it second quality, 
by coating the barrels with wax and rosin, 
and although we have given the warning in 
our own ard other Journals, we see Mr. Shear- 
er still advises the use of rosin in a recent 
number of the Magazine. 

Some one can certainly supply you with 
comb honey another season we think, if they 
cannot this. Golden rod, is Solidago; we do 
not know of a purple fireweed; we think true 
fireweed has only a white blossom. 


> 6-0 <a 


DHOLITTLE’S SYSTEM, HOW FAR WE 
CAN AFFORD TO FOLLOW HIM, ETC, 








~§770U tell how Doolittle uses his sections as side stor- 
“ing boxes, but [ am still in the dark as to how they 
go on top of brood, whether they rest on the brood 
frames or are hung in boxes by those % inch projections. 
Those on top, reston ¥ inch strips laid on the frames at 
eich end). And I am am also in a quandary as to how 
you close up the last case of top cases, as each case has a 
iia separator on one side only. {Close last with a little 
hoard). Again, how do you get those 12} inch cases in a 
12 inch hive? [Brood apartment is 12 inches, but the 
rest of the hive is wider.] Why does Mr. Doolittle prefer 
iwo tiers of cases with’ \ inch space between for side 
boxes instead of making one casa to hold four boxes ? 
W. P. Hogarty, Quindaro, Kan., March 8th, °77. 
We asked Mr. D. why he did rot use cases 
to hoid more than two sections, and he replied 
because he could not shake the bees off from a 
heavy frame, and that he wished to have those 
at top and sides precisely alike. It will at 


once be seen, that friend D's. arrangement is 
both complicated and ex pensive comparcd with 
the plan we have adopted, of having the case 
for sections precisely ef the dimensions of the 
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| 
} 
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brood frame, that we may hang them both 
above and below, on the same rabbets as do 
the brood combs. With the latter plan, no 
explanation is needed, for a simple look at the 
frames and the hive, enables the veriest novice 
to see what each part is for, while his arrange- 
ment would necessitate a lengthy explanation. 
We would by no means think of shaking or 
brushing the bees off; such work is altogeth- 
er too slow and laborious. Take off your cases 
of sections, or whole upper stories just at 
dusk, and leave them close to the entrance of 
the hive, over night, and every bee will be out 
quietly before morning, unless there is brood 
in the hive, and we have never as yet found 
any. If frames of sections are left outside, 
they may be injured by rain or storms coming 
up unexpectedly. To avoid this, we would 
always put them in an empty hive, with a cov- 
er on it, leaving openings below of course, for 
the becs to get out. If it is at a season when 
the bees are disposed tu rob, you will have to 
get up in the morning as soon as they can fly, 
or you may have “much troubles.” This may 
seem a task, but we think it far preferable to 
fussing and waiting to get the bees out of the 
sections in the usual way. As a hive, or rather 
a story of sections will weigh on an average 
50 Ibs., it would be no great task to prepare a 
ton ready for shipment, in this way—perhaps 
it may prove even easier than to extract the 
honey. If you can’t get up at daylight when 
occasion of this kind demands it, you are not 
fit to become a bee-keeper. 
= i 9° <a 
CROWS IN THE CORN-FIELD. 


5 YRIEND NOVICE :—As well might the farmer ex- 
at’ pect to realize a full crop of corn, when he knows 
—~ that a large flock of crows infest his fleld, and are 
pulling up the corn as fast as it sprouts, as for the bee- 
keeper to hope fora large crop of surplus from stocks 
of bees that are overrun with drones. 

For years we have been trying to get rid of drones, and 
to prevent the building of drone comb, but in all our 
operations, we did not strike the root cf the evil. Why 
do stocks standing side by side in the same apiary, give 
such different results? We answer: because one of them 


/is eaten up with drones, and the drones consume the 


honey as fast as the bees can gather it; and the other has 
less drones and more workers. 

Again: Why is it that a stock will store a large surplus 
the first year it ishived, and the next year do nothing ? 
We answer: because what drone combs were built were 
mostly stored with honey as fast as built, and but few 
drones were raised the first year; but the following season 
after the combs have been emptied by the bees, and be- 
fore honey comes in rapidly, the queen has full sway, and 
will fill up a greater proportion of it with drone brood. 
Hence, this great horde of consumers the second season. 

Have you not often noticed some stocks at the com- 
mencement of the honey harvest that had got well into 
the boxes, and most of them were from half to two-thirds 
filled with comb and honey, but all of a sudden progress 
in the boxes was stopped? Just take a close look into 
the boxes and you will see that a large batch of drones 
has hatched and entered the boxes and are eating up ‘the 
honey as fast as the bees can collect it, and such stock 
will never be profitable. I have never known a family to 
presper and accumulate, whose members were lazy con- 


; Sumers, neither will a family of bees. 


t . . 
In looking over some of our old memoranda we find the 
following: In the sprine of 1857 we built a small pavilion, 
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just large enough to accomodate two glass hives both 
alike in shape and size June 25th and 26th we hived 
two large swarms m them and now mark the difference ; 
No. 1 filled its hive and gave 30 Ibs. of surplus and sent 


COULD you read the letters that wedo, we think 
none of you would be in danger of wasting your mon- 
W by buying rights for anythimg about a bee hive- 

ust now we are asked if one has to pay for a right to 
use the tin separators. They are described in the 
first volume of the A. B. J., (1861) and so can not be 


out a swarm the 6th of August. No. Z'gave 12 Ibs., but monopolized by anyone. no matter what patents may 
no swarm. fn 1858 No. 1 gave 0 lbs. of surplus but cast | have been granted. 
no swarm, No. 2 cast a swarm but had to feed to winter. - 
In the spring of 1859 No. 2 was found to be queenless and | , Last month we took especial pains to give the dimen- 
in yank the combs we found 8X of & to be | Sons of the Simplicity five, and in faet we took the 
eyes eng trouble to have it put in ttalics, that all might understand 
drones but No. 1 did not have more than 6 inches drone} without more questions. Can you imagine our consterna - 
comb. Some may sey this is not proof, well we can give ioe Je pope > the aageine rd Pes Be read aoe 
: : s . "em -_ | ins of sirteen ine in wi ow we came to 
you plenty more. For two years past we have given this miss seeing the blunder in reading the proof, is more than 
matter our strict attention and the result has been very | we can tell, but facts are stubborn things, and so we shall 
satisfactory to us as it has put some extra dollars in our | have to oomert it the best we = he FE wn Poonume the 
: ; iron guage frames to our price hist, a eir dimensions, 
pocket, In 1875 we tried a number of experiments to see that we may escape mone such blunders. The hives are 
just how far we could go. In 1876 we still made larger 
experiments and we are now satisfied that we don’t want 
any drones in our honey stock. In another letter will 


outside 2044 x16 inches. 
give our plan. J. BUTLER. 


090 <= 
QUILTS; CARPETING A SUBSTITUTE. 
Jackson, Mich., March 13th, 1877. 
You are giving us a heavy argument in fa- 
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WORD on guilts: 1 got a lot made according to 
the sample I got of )ou—cotton batting, ete. | 
made others by cutting an okd woolen earpet into 
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vor of using fdn. for the brood apartment, 
friend B. and we think none of our readers will 
be much inclined to disagree with you, but do 
you think you have any cheaper plan than the 
foundation ? 
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Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God.— 


Mat. 5: 8 
— +90 <a 


Ir you find a colony queenless during this month give 
them a comb containing brood, and then give them another 
containing eggs only, about twice a week, until they have 
secured a laying queen. This refers to those containing 
plenty of bees; otherwise, unite them. 

ee OG Gi 

FRIEND Doolittle has sent us 47 subscribers, and friend 
Nellis has sent us 34. Others have sent us large clubs, 
but none equal to those mentioned. I know of no better 
way of manifesting my thanks to you all, than by giving 
you a better number now and then, than you perhaps 
expected. 


Se 
WE FEEL pretty well satisfied that nothing is gained by 
having brood reared to any great extent too early. Wait 
until settled warm weather, and then push them along. 
If by feeding you produce unseasonable activity, more 
bees will be lost than are reared in the hive, and your 
tame and money will be wasted. 


Tus chaff hives have wintered finely, but so have the 
naked Simplicities, many of them. Those that had an 
abundance of stores clear around the cluster, and were in 
old black tough combs, have wintered—up to this date, 
March 16th—as nicely as one could wish out om their 
shmmer stands. They had nothing ever them but a 
loosely fitting quilt. 





pieces, and the result was this: 
weather, all that had cotton quilts were eold, damp and 
frosty ; all that had woolen carpet quilts, were dry, lively 
and warm, So Icut up carpet enough for all. I think 
cotton quilts are a failure. Henry DaniELs. 

Plainfield, Sullivan Co., N. H., Mar. 7th, 1877. 

It is rather rash to decide to call a thing a 
failure, after so short an experience, yet it is 
very likely that the woolen carpet has a quali 
ty of keeping the bees warm and dry, that the 
batting quilts have not, although we have 
used the latter with very good success for the 
past 10 years. We observed that friend Rice 
used new rag carpeting in his house apiary, 
and he said he liked it better than the quilts. 
In our experience with different kinds of wool- 
en cloth for the purpose, the bees gnawed them 
badly, and very soon had holes through which 
they would crawl, in a way that was very ag- 
gravating ; at least, it proved soin the house 
apiary. We fear, friend D., that you may 
change your opinion, after you have the carpet 
eaten full of holes, yet it may be they will not 
bite it as badly as.they do the woolen cloth 
itself. If we recollect aright, the rag carpet 
was not as badly covered with propolis, as our 
cotton quilts,and our sheets of duck. Rag 
carpeting is worth about 50c. per yard, and at 
this price it might be cut up and hemmed, 
cheaper than to make quilts. Carpeting real- 
ly seems to keep its place better than does 
either the duck or the quilts, and it may be 
the bees will not molest it as badly as they do 
new woolen cloth; who will tell us? We 
have tried a great variety of substances, and 
many of them seemed to answer very well, ex- 
cept that when they were stripped from the 
frames, little bits would tear off and stick, 
making a disagreeable and untidy appearance, 
and endangering the neatness of our extracted 
honey. This latter is the greatest objection 
to all kinds of felting. ew carpeting, all 
woolen, is rather expensive, even were there no 
other objections. For keeping the bees warm, 
we prefer the chaff cushions, and to keep them 
clean, we keep the bees away from them by the 
sheets of duck. The latter we have never 
known the bees to bite through, and it is the 
only thing we have ever tried that will 
answer. The material is similar to that used 
for grain bags. 
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CLIPPING QUEEN’S WINGS. 


©=-N the March No. the question was asked how much of 
" the queen’s wing should be cut off. Your answer 

' was the tipend. The answer is incorrect, i> will not 
answer. I have known them to fly with the swarm when 
it was half cut off. They some imes get very small at 
swarming time; it wants cutting % to make a sure thing. 

ALBURT PoTTeR, Eureka, Wis., March 8th, 1877. 

When a boy, we kept “hens,” and if we 
clipped both wings, they would fly very well 
with a little practice, but if we clipped but 
one, they would swing round and soon come 
down. We have tossed queens up in the air 
after thus clipping the tip of one wing, and 
they seemed to do about the same way. We 
have had them hop a little way from the hive, 
but never knew a clipped queen to lead off a 
swarm. It may do no harm to make sure 
work of it, but we dislike to see them unnec- 
essarily mutilated. That a queen may lead a 
swarm away with half of both wings clipped 
off, we can readily imagine, but how she can 
“paddle” enough faster with a half wing on 
one side, to keep up with a whole one on the 
other, 1s beyond our comprebension. Will 
other brothers please testify ? 

— > 00 < 


HOW MANY BROOD COMBS, AND 
BROAD HIVES. 


Wu say on page 70, 6 L. combs for brood chamber is 





sufficient in summer in raising box honey. I would 

= ike to see you confine one of my queens to6 frames 
or 10 either at times ; and that brings me to the matter of 
hives. I used 2-story L. hives altogether until the sum- 
mer of ’70, when Imade 3 of the 1-story for 20 frames 
and last year adopted them altogether, and have no desire 
to change. I never could confine brood to the lower story 
in the fall of the year, and with division boards, or what 
is better, I think, chaff cushions, you do not open so much 
space at once as with the 2-story hive. You say in supple- 
ment, Sept., 1875, the l-story hive may be regarded as a 
simpler hive to manage, in all, localities where outdoor 
wintering is considered safe. The past winter has been 
called “the ceidest in the recollection of the oldest inhab- 
itant” and I had no trouble with the single stories, I 
have some with a cushion or small mattress filled with 
stripped husks on each side of the bees; others with the 
bees in south end of hive and a division board next, and 
others with the quilt tucked down instead cf a division 
board, which I like best until I want so much room the 


quilt will not reach the bottom. ’ 
Now you have got to using chaff and wintering on sum- 


mer statds the long hive ought to just suit you as the 
frames can be turned with sides to the entrance. and put 
chaff cushions all around and then the space directly over 
the bees that you say you can not afford to lose, can be 
used with a hcop between hive and cover. At any rate I 
think the “New Idea” best suited to this climate. 
G. W. Gates, Bartlett, Tenn., Feb. 24th, ’77. 

It is an easy matter to get some brood in the 
ccnter of each frame, in as many as 10 frames, 
or even more, but we do not know as we ever 
saw more brood in one hive than could be put 
in 6 L. frames, if they were filled clear out to 
the sides and up to the top bar, as our friends 
Dean and Doolittle have them. The broad 
hives do very well, if you are going to raise 
extracted honey only, but even for that; we 
think with longer experience, you will say the 
honey is not stored in the outside combs with 
the same readiness that it is in combs directly 
over the brood. If we use the extractor only 
on the combs in the upper story, we shall find 





the 2-story hive the easiest to work with, and 
we shall be in no danger of having our bees 
starve because we have extracted too closely 
Hundreds of our readers have tested the broad 
hives, and perhaps 9-10ths of them have one 
after another, discarded them. If you look 
over the back volumes of any of the Journals, 
you will see their reports. Turning the combs 
around for winter is so much “fussing,” that 
very few will ever take the trouble to do it. 
- > 00 
HOW MANY EGGS CAN A QUEEN LAY! 


REPLY TO TOWNLEY. 


Wy: REALLY are very much surprised that so 





many doubt that a good queen can produce 

86,000 living bees at once, and especially friend 
Townley. After reading inthe A. B. J., afew vears 
ago, statements made by D. L. Adair, E. Gallup, Hos- 
mer and others in the West, of queens that would 
keep a 4.0 cubic inch hive occupied with brood for 
3 months in succession, we wore greatly disappointed 
to find that the best we could do was to get only 1,000 
square inches of comb kept full of brood for three 
months, by the very best queens we could procure 
from any breeders, and we sent for queens to nearly 
every breeder in the United States. On aa average, 
our queens would only occupy 800 square inches of 
comb, and as we did not wish our honey in the brood 
combs, but in the boxes, we adopted 9 Gallup frames, 
or 1,035 square inches of comb capacity, as the right 
size for the brood chamber, to secure the best results 
in box honey. From 200 to 250 square inches of this 
comb will contain honey and pollen, with our man- 
agement, leaving about 800 square inches as the brood 
capacity of the queen. Now, friend T., we have never 
said that our queens kept 8 out of 9 frames filled with 
brood, but that they kept 800 square inches full of 
brood, and that would tuke but 7 out of the 9, leaving 
2 for honey and pollen, and we really have been feel- 
ing bad that our queens would average no better. 
Many of our queens, by the use of a division board, 
will fill the frames so full that there will not be 100 
cells to the frame, (say 5 or 6frames), occupied with 
pollen or honey even, so we have brood capped 
all along the top-bar and side-bars of the frames, 
while the other 3 or 4 will be from two-thirds to three- 
fourths full. 

HOW MANY CELLS TO THE INCH. 

As regards the number of cells to the ihch, we had 
measured many times, and supposed worker comb 
near enough to call it 5 cells tothe inch. But for fear 
that we had not tested it thoroughly, we went to our 
shop where we had 300 frames stored, all built by 
Italian or hybrid bees—we have had no black bees for 
4 years—and measured those that had had brood in 
them, and we found one or two combs in the lot that 
29 cells made just 6 inches. We also found one that to 
make 6 inches it took 31 cells, and the rest run from 
29 to $1 cells to every 6 inches in length. We then 
went for our honey boxes, and there we found quite a 
number with just 4¥ cells to the inch; in fact, every- 
thing from 5 cells down to 3%. We have also had 
Italian bees build comb in the body of the hive when 
honey was coming in very rapidly, 4% cells to the 
inch, but the queen would not readily lay in such 
comb. Now, friend Townley, where your bees build 
44 cells to the inch, is it not when the honey is com- 
ing in so that the queen does not keep pace with the 
bees, ox in other words, do they not build comb faster 
than the queen can occupy it with eggs, and is not the 
queen loth to lay in them ? 
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WHY THE QUEEN DON‘? LAY IN SOME COMBS, 
Such has been the case with us, and that is we think | 
the reason that we hear so many complain that 
queens will not use the fdn.; 43; cells to the inch is | 
neither worker nor drone comb, and if the queen 
would use it we would not want it, as it would take| 
just as many bees to kecp it warm as it would one) 
with 5 cells; hence, a waste in hatching bees. It | 
Chas, Hastings & Son will cite us to persons that have | 
made such: reports as has J. E. Hetherington, J. P. | 
Moore, A. Grimm, Harbison and others, with box or 
bar hives for seasons in succession, then we will give | 
up our division boards and fixtures. I tell you, gen- 
tlemen, it has not been done, neither cau it be. 
G,. M. DOOLITTLE, 

Sorodino, N. Y., Mar. 8th, 1877. 

We are considerably inclined to think the 
trouble that some have had in getting the 
queen to accept the fdn., has been in conse- 
quence of the size of the cells. The reports | 
from friend Kellogg and Cramer, of the queens’ | 
using them so readily, were from fdn. made 5 
cells to the inch. Will our friends in ordering, | 
please state whether they wish 4!3, or 5 cells 
to the inch. The latter is probably just what | 
is wanted for brood combs and will answer | 
for surplus also, but if the queen really has an | 
antipathy to the 4's for brood, it wili be all 
the- better for the comb honey, and it may 


have been the reason why we have never as | 


yet seen a cell of brood in our sections. We 
do not know that we ever found any worker 


cells measuring less than 5 to the inch, but we | 


did think a piece of worker comb sent us by 
friend D., was smaller than any our bees ever 
make. Come to think of it, we really do be- 


lieve he has crowded his bees into such small, 


quarters with his 9 frame Gallup hives, that 


they have gone and made smaller comb, just | TESTED, WARHANTED, AND DOLLAR 
SENS. 


for lack of space. 
— — > °@: a — 
STOCKS, HOW TO SELECF. 


LOW TO START, WHAT TO PURCILASE, AND WHAT 
TO PAY. 


{\ S MANY of the readers will doubtless parchase 
A stocks of bees the coming spiing, perhaps a few 
’ words in regard to selecting, will nct be amiss. 
A majority of persons, especially beginners, are apt 
to think that if a hive is heavy with honey ard there 
are live bees init, such are the ones to purchase, 
without any regarédl to what kind of comb there is in 
the frame, or the size of the colony. This is a very | 
mistaken idea. We will give our idea3 of a good | 
stock, and just such a one as we would select if we 
were purchasing ourselves. 

As there are those, at present date, that persist in 
keeping bees in box hives, and as bees in such hives 
can be purchased for less money than they can in 
srame hives—besides, the frame hive might not be to | 
your liking—we would select box hives, and then | 
transfer to such hives as suited us. The stocks may 
he selected any cold cay this month, by turning the 
hive over carefully, so as not to arouse the bees. Ex- | 
amine the combs carefully and see that they are all | 
straight and nearly all worker comb, and there should | 
be bees in at least 5 spaces, or in other words, the bees 
should cnelose 4 combs, and 6 or 8 spaces filled with | 
hees would be al! the better, with from 10 to 15 Ibs. of 
honey. If possible select such stocks as cast a swarm 
ihe previons season, cr asccond swarm, as such will) 
kave a ycung, prolific queen. Perscns having bees 


| gift. 


for sate in box bives, as a rule, are not those that read 
Bee Journals, so they do not know the difference be- 
tween a good stock hive and a poor one, and will 
make no distinetion in price, as all are alike to them. 

Now about the price. Five dollars is abont the price 
usually asked for bees in such hives during the month 
of April, but we have seen swarms sold for $8 and $10, 
that were worth but little more than the honey that 
was in the hive; and we have seen stocks sold for $3, 
that were better worth $20 than others would be as a 
The same holds good in regard to frame hives. 
A person had better pay $10 for a hive that has the 


| frames filled with strong worker combs, well stocked 
| With bees, than have a hive with comb built crosswise 


oi the frame3, with two-thirds of that drone comb, 


' and an old, poor queen, but plenty of honey, given to 


him for nothing. If you send to parties at a distance 
for bees, whatever th? price may be, require of them 
a warrantee that the stocks sent shall be in the condi- 
tion given above for a good swarm. 

G. M. DOOLITTLE. 

Borodino, N. Y., Mar. 1¢, 1877. 

P. S.—A letter of enquiry enclosing a stamp or pos- 
tal, will be cheerfully answered at any time. 

We fear our friends sometimes do forget 
that it is a severe tax on the time and patience 
of a hard working bee-keeper to answer all the 
questions sent him on vostals, to say nothing 
of the expense out. With us it is different, for 
it is our business, and those who ask many 
questions are usually subscribers, or custom- 
ers, sO we can afford to buy postal cards by 
the “bushel,” and keep one or two clerks to 
answer vour questions. Perhaps it will be 
well to send your inquiries to us, and we wil! 
ask friend D. to answer through GLEANINGsS, 
that all may have the benefit. 


—> oe 


define the difference between “tested,” ‘“‘warrant- 


El WOULD like to Italianize next summer. Please 
eiitner. 


~ ed” end “dollar” queens. 

Franklin, N. Y. 

A warranted queen is simply a dollar queen 
with a guarantee, that if the workers, when 
they hatch, do not show three yellow bands, she 
is to be replaced with a tested queen. A tested 
queen is one whose workers have been exam- 
ined, and tound to show these marks of purity. 
The advantage of having warranted queens, is 


| that they cau be sent out as soon as they begin 


to lay, while every tested queen must be kept 
at least 3 weeks. It is a safe operation to buy 


| Warranted queens, because you will have a 
tested queen any way after a little more delay, 


and if the first is impure, you will have a hy- 


_ brid free of cost; in fact, you get something 
, for taking her, for you get her and a testcd 


queen for less than the price of the latter 
alone. Why notalways buy warranted quecns 
then? Simply because you cannot commence 
rearing queens as soon as received, as you 
could with one that was tested by some reliabic 
person. Dollar queens are defined under the 
standing advertisement of them. When we 
get a locality entirely free from black bees, the 
three kinds will almost amount to the same 
thing, an a dollar queen will be all anybody 


| will want, unless We can get an extra price 


for those that are extra prolific, or that pro- 


' duce extra honey gathering workers. 
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Heads of Grain, 
E _From Different Fi elds. 


AM aman sasameaie of 80 years of age. Sent seatan 
mn Jmad on hand8 stands, [ increased them to 33 
— stands, and 4 went to the woods; I lost one by 
noth by my own carelessness. I saved 600 bs. of box 
honey. I usea hive 14x14xI6 outside measure, and 
etal cornered frames. The most trouble I have in 
working with bees is with my eyes and ears, or in 
vher words, I am too nearly deaf and blind. 

CARMEL CHENEY. 

, S.—LE have 4 Vol’s of GLEANINGS put together in 
.vparate volumes with a shoemaker’s awl and waxed 
thread, and I refer to them often. 

C.C., Yankee Ridge, Mo., Dec. 2ist, °76. 


| have been a subscriber for the past two years, but | 
times are so hard and no sale for honey, (even at i5e. 
yv nice cap,) I thought I could get along without | 
‘LEANINGS or Magazine’ either, but find L 


can't do it, so send it aloug for another year. | packed | 


4 stocks mostly in good condition, in chaff, and from 


Noy. 20th to Jan. 28th, they never had a flight at all; | 


came of warm and they have had a good cleansing 
light since. All but one seems al) right, and that one 
was one of my very best stocks. The honey was com- 
ug out at the entrance, and on examination I found 7 

iheS frames of comb all broken off about 2inehes 
vom the top, and all the bees dead, smothered in the 
nase, except about a teacapful, which were complete- 
‘sealed up in the hive. Now can you give me the 
wse’ Ihave studied in vain for one. 

ROBERT LEACH, 

Capac, St. Clair Co., Mich., Feb. 8th, 1877. 

We have just had a visit from a friend who | 
is paid Mitchell $50.00 for the right of his 
ive for @ single county, and he is to pay fifty 
wre. This man did take GLEANINGS, but 
jerhaps like yourself, concluded he could not 
ford it. He says he had never heard of 
‘itchell before, and did not know but the 

ve he bought was the one used by all leading 
fone 
‘may be rather hard to decide why so many 

nbs should break down all at once, unless 

ii Closed the hive so closely that the bees got 

‘,as Was mentioned on page 71 last month, 
«(finally melted the combs down. We have 
1own this to happen in warm weather, and 
Mith the chaff we have no doubt that it { 
‘ght even do the same in winter. 


| Bees worked on it all the time. 


plenty of stores. Most of them have brood in all 
stages. It looks as though we may be candidates for 
Blasted Hopes. But don’t mark us yet, for with the 
{aid of GLEANINGS and the A. B. J. to guide us, we 
| mean to conquer. P, A, RIEGLE. 

Arlington, O., Feb. 10th, 1877. 

You certainly will get into Blasted Hopes, 
if you do not take better care of your bees 
than to let them starve, after they have sup- 
plied you so bountifully, and we have given 
your letter as a warning to others, who are 
just commencing. We hardly understand 
about the virgin queens being lost in their 
flight, for after they are once introduced, we 
should consider them no more liable to get 
lost, than a queen of their own raising. 


NATURAL VERSUS ARTIFICIAL SWARMING. 
Linecrease by natural swarming and consider that the 
best and safest. Had one stand of bees swarm 3 times; I 
hived them all, aud the first swarm threw out 3 more 
; swarms, and the second swarm threw out one. That 
| makes 7 swarms of bees from one in one summer; but | 
have reduced the 7 to 5 by uniting, and using the extra 
| queens to the best advantage. Now comes the best of all, 
the old stand gave me 19 quarts of box honey—I say 
quarts because I cut up and put it in glass jars for my 
| own use. Bees Italians or nearly pure. By the way, let 
me thank friends Oatman & Co. through GLEANINGS for 
| the honorable and satisfactory way they furnished me 
| queens last summer. Look out for a steroscopie view of 
my apiary about next May. A. 8S, DAVISON. 
Aullville, Mo., Jan. 16th, 1877. 








I began the spring with 12 stocks. [I got about 20 
swarms and 150 lbs. honey; mostly box honey, and 
they never sealed it over. What was the cause, were 
they too cold? I tried to prevent sip hercety by cutting 
out all queen cells, but I failed. Only 2 filled their 
sections, and they were covered with quilts. I have 
made a lawn hive and it looks nice. I have not the 
scroll-work, but made it of 6-inch boards, it looks like 
siding. I have about 200 sections started with comb, 
but no honey. Isowed a patch of mignonette which 
stands a deal of frost; also rape, which I sowed on my 


‘ onion patch last fall. It kept in blossom till Nov. 30; 


it stands a freeze that makes ¥ in. ice on water, and 
blooms 6 weeks after all other honey plants are gone. 
A. FIDDES. 
Centralia, Marion Co., Ill. 


I put 70 swarms in good condition into winter quar- 
ters, and have not troubled them yet, as I think too 
much “fussing” is not good in cold weather. 

JAMES L. GRAY. 

Brockway, Minn., Jan. 23d, 1877. 





BEGINNERS, A WARNING. 

the past season has been our first in bee- keeping ; | 
Pe Commenced with 9 in the old log gum, transferred | 
“lirst week in May to movable comb hives. From | 
‘Wwe extracted 700 lbs, of very nice white clover 
¢y, and increased to 20 stands. We extracted our 
‘ton July 24th, after which there was no honey 
red Ull September. Had poor success in intro- 
02 Virgin queens, not understanding the business; 
Vere lost in their flight; the result was queepless 
‘nics and plenty of worms. At one time we kad 

i three queens to raise brood from to keep up ail 
‘colonies, but finally succeeded in getting queens i 
ithe stands. Our queens were from Nellis and a , 
‘ion from Mitchell. We packed with chat and 
‘straw, on their summer stands; last week we | 
‘ed them to let them have a fly and found 3 hed | 
+ 1 smothered, 6 short of honey and 14 with | 





vi 


[ have 36 stocks this winter; had 24 to commence with 
last spring; some eof them were weak. [ got over 1400 
lbs. of box honey and about 600 Ibs. of extracted. Reised 
a good many queens, sold several swarms and three or 
four left to hunt a home of their own. I have about 1000 
Ibs. of box honey yet, where is the best honey market in 
my reach? Could you give me the name of some good 
honey merchant in Pittsburg? TuHos. S. HoLsIncer. 

Six Roads, Bedford Co., Penn., Feb. 27th, 1877. 

Will some one tell us who is at present buy- 
ing honey in Pittsburgh ? 


Bees did well here last year. 1 had six stands in the 


) spring, imereased them to 17, took over 400. lbs. of box 
' 


honey from them, and sold it at 20 and 25c. per Ib. My 
bees have all wintered well so far on their summer stands. 
d. H. Meyrnrs, Decatur, Ind., Feb. 10th, 1877 
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Which is the best mode of making artificial swarms: 


by dividing, or on the nucleus system, and which is | to$%. Would your box hive men like to know how I did 
GEO. DORMISE. | it? If so, say so. 


the most profitable and surest ? 
Careyville, Champaign Co., O., Feb. 12th, 1877. 


Make your nucleus in a full hive with two). 
or more combs, and as soon as the queen be- | one season, of course we all wish to know al} 
gins to lay, build the colony up with brood | about it. We should call it one of the impos- 
from the old one. Beware you do not get too} sibilities, even if you had all the nice com}s 
many weak stocks on your hands at the ap-/ and honey you could ask for, and we might al- 
proach of winter, if you practice artificial | most say queens too. 


swarming. 





Rese: yt hives +4 used to advantage where | the nicest 4 1b. honey box out of those strips I have ever 
frame 13¢X10% is used? Also, what ts the greatest | soon Take 26 and if they are properly put together the 
sides and bottom will be tight, the two ends open, and in 
t 
in a row (9 will go on a hive) and glass both ends, and 
you will have all the advantages of a 12 Ib. box. Uhy 


sides project so that when two boxes are put end to en! 
there will be an opening for the bees to get in. 


depth of frame that will admit, with profit, an upper | 
story ? Can you inform your Southern subscribers if | 
the bassweod wiil grow in the South, and where the 
trees can be secured ? W. B. CorBETt, 

Yorkville, S. C., Feb. 14th, 1877. 

We have used frames a foot square for two- 
story hives, but the bees, unless the colony is 
very strong, seem loth to go up so far. We, 
prefer the L. frame on that account to any- | 
thing deeper, but very good results may be 
obtained with others. Basswood will thrive, 
we believe, anywhere in the south. | 


All the stocks of bees (70) that I packed on all sides | 
with chaff, are in tip top order; have not lost one to 
date, while of those with chaff only on top and one 
side, in long hives, (70) I have lost 9, and these were 
the biz, “Galluping” swarms, that would “winter well ! 
enough anywhere.” J. H. TOWNLEY. | 

Tompkins, Mich., Feb. 27th, 1877. ' 

The chaff hives are certainly ahead in our} 
neighborhood. | 


Farmers around here say I am making more money 
with less work, with bees, than they with their farms. 
I tell them to wait until I get more bees, aud then we | 
shall see, but I fear they over estimate the business; 
will have to get Heddon to talk to them. | 
J. H. MARTIN, Hartford, N. Y., Feb. 5th, 1877, 


PAPER HONEY BOXES. { 
I will state what I have done in the way of improv- | 
ing the boxes for surplus honey. I think itis original. | 
It consisis of a strip of hard bristol board cut across 
with the point of a sharp knife and bent at right an- 
gles, and pressed into the box, and a pieee of comb 
stuck on for astarter. As soon as filled I remove the | 
boxes and press the cardboard frame out with the 
comb and honey, which gives me the wooden boxes to 
replace at once. By so doing I need but one set of 
wooden boxes to a hive, as the honey is sealed in these 
paper boxes. You might state this to our brother | 
apiarists, for their examination. 
ALDEN BRADFORD, Tiverton, R. LL, Feb. 8, 1877. 
We have thought of the paper boxes, but: 
they would be more expensive than the pine | 
Wwe use, and not as strong. The plan of push- | 
ing the frames into the honey box, amounts to} 
about the same thing, as the Way we now man- 
age. By putting 8 in a frame, = are enabled | 
to use upper and lower stories all alike, where- | 
as, we should need some extra box or case, did 
we adopt your plan, besides the trouble of get- | 
ting off boxes, compared with just lifting out | 
a frame that is suspended on a strip of metal. | 





Bees are doing splendidly up here in Northern Mich- 
igan. I commenced3 years ago with 4 swarms and 
now | have 43, and have sold about 20 swarms. 

LEONARD REED. | 

Orono, Osceola Co., Mich., Feb. 24th, 1877. 


the fall without stores, and on being told that but littic 
could be done for them concluded to experiment. Hi: 
made a glass case, put the hive in it, and set it in the 
| kitchen in front of a south window and fed them on sugar 
syrup outside of hive. They flew imside of the case and 
went back to the hive without difficulty, and have heen 
raising brood all winter. So far they seem in good con- 
dition. If you wish to be bothered with it will report 
further in rezard to the case. 


not they soil the case inside when they fly: 


} 


t 
; 
{ 
| 


Last year we had 40 stands, lost all but two. Increas! 


Dr. C. M. Josiiy. 
St. Charles, Mich., Feb. 17th, 187. 
If you mean that you increased to to 34 in 


Your sections worked well last summer, and I now mak: 


op there will be three slits to put in fdn. Now set thre: 


A. F. Sraurrsr Sterling, DI)1., Peb. 9th, 1877. 
My neighbor, Mr. Alfred Hart, get a hive of bees late in 


W. O. ATKINSON. 
Vermont, Ill., Feb. 23d, 1877. 
Please report farther by all means. Have 
not a great many of the bees died? And do 





Please tell us how large the case is and how 


| far they are allowed to go from the entrance. 





EXTRACTED VERSUS COMB HONEY. 

Now I desire torun my bees for extracted hone: 
exclusively the coming season, and have only a par- 
tial stock of combs. From all the reports F have seen, 
and not fully decided as to the safety of depending 
upon fdn. for this purpose, I want your advice upon 
the subject. How would I fasten them into oli 
frames? Am retailing considerable honey in the oily 
and find I can sell 100 lbs or more of extracted at 2v0c.. 
without packing, to 1 lb. of comb at 25c., while 4 years 
ago the reverse was the case. I think we hone} 
raisers are greatly indebted to friend Muth for his 
persevering and successful efforts in establishing 
market for pure machine-extracted honey. 

M. NEvIns, Cheviot, Hamiiton Co., O. Feb. 18, ‘77. 

No one has complained of the fdn. for combs 
to be used in the extractor, we believe, an‘ 
you can calculate on having honey in these 
new combs in 48 hours, if put between two old 
combs. If we can produce combs that the 
queen will,certainly not use, it will be asplen 
did thing for using with the extractor, an‘ 
perhaps those made on cloth, may be just wi! 
is wanted. 


Spring dwindling has reached this northern land 
or something else that makes it difficult to keep bec 
through the winter. Wo hope you will keep us })0s!- 
ed in the latest improvements. Would like to hea 
how the hot-house arrangement gets on. Would it 
not be good here where we have nearly six months «! 
winter and no joke about it? 

livuGeu H. McLatcuig£, Templeton, P. Q. 

ilot houses, or anything else that distur- 
the bees before spring weather, we think hav 
proven failures. 





eek 
lid 
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NATURAL VERSUS ARTIFICIAL SWARMING. 


Last spring I bad 8 weak swarms of hybrid bees, They 
inereased by natural swarming to 36 hives and one artifi- 
cial swarm. I Italianized 2 swarms. I had one hive that 

nereased to 9, and gave considerable honey; all have 
honey to winter well; I winter on summer stands; our 
scusons are 30 uncertain that it is not considered safe to 
Some of my neighbors 
‘iad large apiaries in the spring of "74; they had an im- 
perfect idea of artificial swarming, and commenced di- 
viding; a severe drought followed and almost all of their 
I have knewn my bees to raise and kill 
dyones some 3 or 4 times in one season and then not 
«warm. I think I shall prefer natural swarming; I like 
the excitement. I have a florist’s plant (Bocconia Japon- 
¢.) that is hardy and increases by root runners, that the 
hees fairly swarm upon from July to frosts. It can be in- 
creased, runs fast and 1 think it would pay to raise for 


increase by artificial swarming. 


bees were lost. 


Hees. M. L. Bonuam. 
Clinton, Mo., Feb. 5th, 1877. 


If you can increase from 1 to 9 by natural 
swarming, it seems rather queer that artificial 
increase is risky in your locality, friend B. On 
the contrary, we should say your locality was 
a splendid one. If your 9 were all provisioned 
for winter without any feeding, you should 
have made about 12 from 1 with artificial 
swarming, at least that is the theory. If the- 
ory and practice do not agree in the matter, it 


were well to find it out. 
MOVING FOR BETTER PASTURAGE, 


{commenced in the spring with 13 stocks in pretty 
fairy condition, and with the help of some 20 or 3v 
trames of old comb, and one small swarm of blacks 
which I bought, 1 increased to 42, besides losing 5 fine 
swarms, which went to the woods on account of not 
veing watched closely; my business preventing me 
rom being with them all the time. I extracted 1200 
us. Of linden honey, and took 160 Ibs. of fall honey in 
smali boxes. It pays wellin this place to move bees 
ont on the prairie, about 10 miles from here, on the 
istof August. I put my bees in the cellar on the lst 
ol Dee., where they remained until the 27th of Jan.,, 
when I Jet them out fora fly. The weather has been 
iine here ever since, and they are breeding first rate 
now. By the way, triend Gormley, can’t you tell an- 
other “big whopper,” like “What a quart of bees can 


doin 8 weeks ?” FRANK J. FARR. 
Independence, Mo., Feb. i¢th, 1877. 


VIRGIN QUEENS, INTRODUCING THEM, 


You want friend Sayles to teil you how he introdu- 
ces his “aged” virgin queens. Now J] warn you that it 
will do you ne good, for although I have seen him do 
it repeatedly and he has given me instructions 
cnough to fill a small volume, I have failed everytime. 
My bees averaged 70 lbg. of honey to a swarm and 234 
‘crease per swarm. The honey, was at the rate of 4 

s. extracted to 3 of comb. Bees in good shape now 


und none dead as yet. 
PROPOLIS, TIN VERSUS WOOD. 





J. KERN DovuGras, Neosho, Wis., Mar. 4th, °77. 


There is certainly no need of getting the ; 
corners unless you wish, but our friends 
should ail learn that bees propolize wood much 

use than they do tin; for this reason we | 
would have the tin come up above the ends 


What do you think of tacking strips of tin on the 
‘bbets with the inside edge bent up for the frame to 
hongon? Willit keep the bees from sticking them ? 
Now don’t say get metal corners as I want it to apply 
‘o Lrames now in use that I can’t put the corners on. 


vencer will not do for separators; simply be- 
sause the bees will attach comb to it se much 
more readily than to the tin, and because wood 
always warps in a bee-hive. 


| of the frames; also, a friend asks why wood- 
| 
} 


INTRODUCING QUEENS. 

Most writers tell us (do they copy from one another, 
or give the result of careful experiment?) that the 
hive should be left queenless 48 hours, and then the 
queen be caged in the hive another 48 hours before 
she is released. Charles Dadant, on the contrary, 
(May, °76, pp.179,) says the queen should be introduce 
as soon as the old queen is removed, before the bees 
have ascertained their loss. If Dadant’s method is 
equally safe, itis certainly preferable to the other, in 
the matter of saving time and trouble. Let us have 
this subject ventilated. JAS. H. PARSONS. 

Franklin, N. Y. t 

We would agree with Dadant, so far as to 
put the caged queen into the hive as soon as 
the old one is removed, and if more convenient, 
we often de so before we have found time to 
remove the old one. If anyone thinks it ad- 
vantageous to wait 48 hours, or any other 
length of time, please iet them give their 
reasons. 


There are some of my neighbors who begin to feel 
&4n interest in bee-keeping, though they often say 
“humbug.” Frame hives are a new thing here, so are 
Italian bees. I don’t know how it will pay, but think 
it will pay yery well, as we often get 75 or 80 lbs. of 
honey from one box hive, without any honey boxes at 
all, just by taking off the lid and cutting out the honey 
| and letting them fill and cut again, &c. Z, D. HARRILL. 
Mooresboro, Cleveland Co., N. C., Dec. 8th, 1876. 


RIPENING HONEY. 

Wo had 57 colonies of bees last spring. Extracted 1600 
Ibs. of honey, 1000 Ibs. of clover and linn, and the balance 
fall honey. I guess you will have to put us in the column 
of Blasted Hopes. Not that we don’t think we can pro- 
duce honey, but getting it on the market in good condi- 
tion is just what bothers us at this time. We extracted 
1000 Ibs. of clover and linn honey between June 25th and 
July 5th. We strained and ran it directly into the bbls., 
and bunged it up tight until a few days ago when the 
thermometer got a little too low to be good for some can- 
ned fruit we had in our honey house. So we set a kettle 
| of live tire coals in to raise the temperature a little, but it 
never got above 40. The next we noticed was the white 
honey ranning out between nearly all the staves. We 
had the bbls. well painted and waxed. As this was our 
time to market honey (only a little late) we just rolled 
one bbl. out and commenced to put it into 3 1b. fruit jars. 
We filled all we had and stopped for a short time, and 
went into the house considerably elated over the nice 
| white granulated honey, thinking how the people ;would 
like it. After awhile, said I, “Hark! what is that blow- 
ing *” We looked in our box where we had set our jars of 
honey, and every one was boiling over. We were not sat- 
isfied, so we drew two more jars and exposed them toa 
temperature considerably below freezing, and one of them 
boiled over. Now we think if that honey had been aired 
thoroughly we would have had no trouble. But wouldn't 








that spoil the flavor of the honey ? 
T. E. Wawkins & Bro., New Frankfor!, Mo. 
{t is our impression that the honey was ex- 
tracted before it was well sealed; even this 
would have dore no particular harm, had you 
not filled voor barre!s quite full, and left the 
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bungs loose. We, at one time, had the honey 


ooze out at the bung of a barrel until it seem- | 


ed as if we were going to get a small pail full 


each day, all winter long. After a while it | 


seemed “satisfied” and “behaved.” Leaving 


the honey in an open vessel protected from | 
flies and dust, until it becomes ripe, in no way | 
injures its flavor, so far as we have had expe- | 
rience, but cannot the bees do all this cheaper | 
If we are correct, 
perfectly ripened honey, neither candies nor | 


and better than we can? 


oozes out of the jars and barrels. 


My bees come out and fly, and as soon as they dis- 


charge, } of them seem to die in a minute or two; the | 
I use the American, Quin- | 


snow is black with them. 
by, and common box hive with a drawer in the top; 


these are elevated } of an inch from the stand. ‘The | 


air cireulates under’ the bottom and through a4 
small ventilator in side of the drawer. The bees in 
these box hives are the strongest I have. 
swarm in October in the Quinby hive is dead. 
H. 8. BOWMAN, Rollin, Mich., Jan. 30th, 1877. 

The complaint meationed, seems to come es- 
pecially from your State, and we fear your 
large crops of fall honey have something to do 
with it. Leaving the bottom as you mention, 
is very apt to make trouble, unless the colony 


is very strong, and they are in very old, tough | 


brood combs. This latter point makes quite a 


difference, and we imagine those old tumble- | 
down hives, so often mentioned, winter we!l, | 
mostly on account of their very thick, warm | 


combs. 


I put into winter quarters 18 swarms, al] in 8-frame 
L. hives. Made a box or bin 28 feet long and 31 in. 
wide, 2 boards high on one side and 3 on the other, 
cutting slots in the sides to correspond with the en- 
trances of hive making, 9 on each side. Put the bees 
in after cold weather came; putting chaff round and 
over them two or three weeks later, a3 the roads were 
so bad I could not get it hauled. I removed the honey 
board before putting the chaff in, putting cloth in its 
stead, bags, peices of horse blankets, etc. They did 
not have achance to fly until Jan. 27th. 


honey. You can guess the reason—dysentery—the 
rest to-day are very lively, and are carrying water, 
and appear to be in good condition. 
dwindling caused by the bees not rearing brood 
enough to take the place of the old ones ? 
JOHN CROWFOOT.: 
Bloomingdale, Van Buren Co., Mich., Feb. 11, °77. 


No. 
usually dwindle most. 


FOUNDATION MACHINES. 

The machine turns ont fdn. as perfect as any I have 
purchased. To any one desiring such a machine, I 
can say, I know of none that will do more perfect 
work, and I know of none cheaper. It is easily run 
and with a little practice a person can run off sheets 
in a few hours, that will furnish alargeapiary. Some 
who understand machinery better than I, think it 
costly —also think it a defect that you do not put two 
sets of cog-wheels instead of one--just like the im- 
proved washing machines. I simply mention this 
ut do net care now to decide, as use will demonstrate 
the matter. J. VAN EATON. 

York, N. Y., March 6th, 1877. 

Tf there are mechanics near York, N. Y., or 
anywhere clse, who can make a pair of rolls 
that will work together as perfectly as those 
we send out, for $30.00 or less, they should 


One good | 


And that | 
time I found that one swarm was dead, with lots of | 


Isn’t spring | 


Weak stocks that raise brood earliest, | 


come out and let their light shine, by al: 
means. If the machine works perfectly as it 
is, why add more machinery toit? We have 
carefully considered all the points mentioned, 
_ and would make no additions, even could they 
be put on without expense. 

Please state some of the ways bees are put out to 
be cared for, or let by the year. What is a half interest 
bees ? HARRISON WARD. 

Athol Center, Worcester Co., Mass., Feb. 9, 1877. 

To let out bees on shares, you should hand 
| them over, say the first of May, and the person 
| who receives them is to do the best he can 
with them, returning the original stock an‘ 
half the honey and increase in the fall. I) 
new hives, queens, etc., are to be purchasec, 
| each one of you should bear half the expense. 
This will do for a general rule but if the stock 
is all in box hives and has to be transferrect, 
then arrangements will have to be made to 
| suit the case in question. Perhaps we should 

say that the custom like many other things, 

is just as the parties can agree, but we would 
| advise you to have it well understood, as dis 
; agreements and dissatisfaction sometimes 
, comes up. 


WIDTH OF SECTIONS, SEPARATORS, AND COLLARS 
FOR WABBLING SAWS. 

I think the fdn. as nice as it ean be; couldn’t desire 
anything nicer. I like the hive very much, but think 
, the sections too wide, unless used with tin separators. 
| I have tried sections from I54 to 2 inches wide, ani 
| those 1} in. wide gave best satisfaction. For conve- 
| nience in handling I would prefer sections loose-fit- 
| ting, but suppose you prefer them close-fitting, to pre- 
| vent the bees ‘rom glueing the edges. Doesn’t it in- 
jure asaw to screw it up between two wedges, by 
throwing it out of true, or warping it? The hole in 
my saw-table is just large enough for the saw to run 
| in; should I set the saw wabbling I would have to 
makejthe hole larger; would doing so render it unfit 
or inconvenient for ripping ? ISAAC L. PARKER. 

McMinnville, Warren Co., Tenn., Feb. 26, 1877. 

We are more and more inclined to think that 

| the separators will be used, for unless they 
| are, there is pretty sure to be a muss with 
broken honey now and then. If they arejused, 
| we can lift off a whole upper story at once and 
send it to market immediately without even 
so much as looking intoit. If there are un 
filled sections, the retailer can send them back 
' in the hive, or rather, he need take out only 
; such as he chooses. Those that are left wil! 
| be exactly in the right place to be filled the 
next season. Or,if you wish to extract the 
houey from the unfilled ones, you can do it 
with a whole frame at once, the separators 
will not hinder. 
' It does not spring the saw at al) to screw it 
| up between the wood collars, if they are flat 
and smooth. You must raise up or remove 
the usual table top, for it would injure it very 
much to cut so large a slot init. Have extra 
; tops for this work, with permanent gauges on 
' them for each particular kind of work. 


! 


TEACHINGS OF GLEANINGS ON EXTRACTED HONEY 

On p. 11, current volume, you mention the superior- 
ity of honey left in the hive until it is perfectly seale'|, 
and yet on p. 49 you speak of extracting every 3d day, 
; Aud do not say that this latter practice is in any way 
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objectionable. Is it not the offering of this 3d day 
noney for sale, that has brought extracted honey into 
iisrepute ? My 3d day honey would not need an ex- 
tractor for emptying the combs, turning such as would 
pear it on their side and giving a jerk would throw 
lout. IT have seen honey offered for sale, which I 
supposed was some of this 8d day stuff, that looked 
tike honey ane water imperfectly mixed. 
BRIAR, Ontario, Canada. 

P. S.—I frequently see that people say they let their 
bees out to have a fly, on warm days in winter. How 
isthisdone? If I were to attempt it, mr bees would 
light en the snow, and never rise again. 


Thank you friend “B.” for showing up our 
apparent inconsistency. If you use a small 
single story like many of the patented ones, 
vour bees will have every cell filled in 3 days 
during a good season, and what then are you 
to do if you do not extract? Again, there are 
localities, and seasons when the honey seems 
thick and nice, almost as soon as gathered, 
and Prof. Cook is among those who say they 
tind no trouble with honey extracted before it 
is sealed. During a dry season, we can ex- 


tract every 3 days, and get fair honey, but du- | 
ring a wet season like the two last, it may | 


take 10 days or move to have it ripened so the 
hees can cap it. Nowright here comes in the 
importance of having hives that can be piled 
up 2 or even 3 stories high. If the honey 
above is not rive we can raise it up, and put 
un empty story under it, and thus give ample 
room, and ample time for capping either comb 
or extracted honey. Lifting a whole story 
and putting a new one under it, is very quick- 
iy done, even if a body be ever so busy. 

We should not think of taking bees out in 
the winter, unless the weather was so warm 
they would be sure to return safely, and not 
‘ven then, unless they were very uneasy. 

{ think I will be able to sell a number of extractors. 
‘he parties I sold to last season are well pleased with 
them, CHARLES POOL. 

Carthage, Mo., Jan. 27th, 1877. 

FASTENING BEES IN THEIR HIVES, ITALIANS, 
WHItE COMB HONEY, ETC. 

{ must tell you about some of my chaff hives. I 
packed several last fall,as Townly and you advised. 
some of them are weak in bees and stores, and one 
lias the dysentery. I tried to fasten them up because 
they all tried to 4y out, but that didn’t do any good, 

v you might as well try to fasten up rats. They 
would gnaw holes in the quilt and get into the straw. 
robably thisis not a good test. I think the idea of 
haf packing is all foolery. [ will never try it again. 
i use 16 different styles of hives, frames and boxes. 
' Uhbink the extractor don’t pay, when [ get 20c. for 


honey, box comb, 6 1b. boxes. One thing about Ital- 


ans; Ihave found out they fill the cells foe fult of | 


honey, and it gives it a dark color, is not that so ¥ 
HARDIN HAINES. 
Vermont, f11., March 7th, 1877. 
We are not at all astonished that you think 
auf all foolery,and that extracting don’t pay, 
ind we shall expect you to call the entire 
susiness a humbug very soon if you persist in 
‘astening your bees in their hives to cure them 
‘the dysentery. Perhaps a few more kinds 


hives, might help the matter, especially in 


4 


hands ofa beginner. We have never as 


yet seen any symptoms of dysentery among 
bees in the chaff hives, but very likely bad 
stores might produce it. If bees try to go out 
of hives placed out doors, we should let them 
get out by all means even if they did die. We 
think of no circumstances where we should 
undertake to imprison them, unless they 
were to be moved, and then we would faster 
them in just as short a time as possible. You 
may be right in regard to Italians producing 
comb honey that has a darker appearance than 
that produced by the blacks. The latter 
sometimes cap the honey when the cells are 
not quite filled to the extreme top, and the 
capping having nothing directly under it, 
looks very white, while the comb honey made 
by the Italians, being filled with honey clear 
up against the caps, will have a solid leady 
appearance. It seems rather hard to blame 
the Italians for giving full measure as far as 
they go, just because the imperfect work of 
their dark cousins looks whiter. Will have 
to give you credit for first mentioning this 
matter friend H., even if you have sadly abused 
| your sick bees and then laid it to the chaff. 





FASTENING BEES IN THEIR HIVES, AND A “CORN- 
CRIB-HOUSE-APIARY.” 

I have put all my bees in a room in my barn, and in- 
tend to keep them there the year round. The ques- 
tion is, shall I leave the entrance to the hives open so 
they can get out doors, or keep them fastened in dur- 
ing cold weather. J. WOODBURY. 

Huntington, Mass. Jan. 10 1877. 


| 
| 


If you were very sure to be on hand to iet 
your bees out whenever it was warm enough, 
it might do to fasten them in, but judging 
from the way most people do, we should say 
do not fastan them in at all. You can if you 
| choose, close the entrance so but one bee can 
pass, and this will probably answer all prac- 
tical purposes as well as closing them entirely. 
Be very careful that they do not get out into 
the barn and get tangled in webs and on the 
windows, or you may lose a great many ina 
very little while. At present we are much in- 
clined to think a house apiary should be open 
like a barn or corn-crib, having the hives well 
packed with chaff, but the room perfectly open 
and well ventilated. This would do away 
with all dampness in winter, and would keep 
it cool and shady in summer. Who will try 
one? 





You have, we think, now hit the nail squarely on 
the head; and if Disston cannot furnish a splendid 
saw, and then astonish the natives by his printed il- 
' lustrations, we are no judge of the matter. However, 
| if you have unfortunately lost the proper pitch of the 
| teeth, you want Holly to assist you in finding it. 

D. P. LANE. 
Koshkonong, Rock Co., Wis., Jan. 1, 1877. 


| Bee business is playing out with some here, but I 
think I will try tohold on to it a while longer. I had last 
fallabout 100 stands, and sold over $500 worth of 

| honey, and kept some for my family and bees. It has 
paid me better than any other business I ever engaged 

‘in. Ibought 2 stands in L. hives for which I paid 

$100, T would like to have 500 at thaé price. 

Pp. J. AFFLECK. 


} Berryville, Clark Co,, Va, Jan. 27, 1877. 
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s 
Iam an old man but a young bee-keeper, who has all 


tolearn. Most things in GLEANINGS are unintelligible 
to me just now but I may improve. Were it not for the 
distance I might get your materials, as it is | must blund- 
eron. J cannot make a frame that I can take out. Per- 
haps | may do better with Quinby hive, I will try. We 
have but little winter here, only December and January. 
In February bees make comb in surplus boxes. Last year 
was a strange one, in February bees worked well, then, 
bibernated till July. After that they did well I suppose, 
for I took 100 lbs. of box honey from 3 hives. We had a 
71 day’s drouth in this interval. My bees are the com- 
mon black bee of the country, and allow the moth full 
liberty—hence the need to transfer often. I suppose my 
only way is to read and feel my way to more skill and 


knowledge. J. B. NORMAND. 
Houston, Texas, Nov. 1876. 
You certainly will require more skill to} 


hardie a Q. frame, than the ordinary suspend- 
ed ones. The Italians will take the moth 
troubles, entirely off your hands. 
SIZE OF BROOD APARTMENT AND SPREADING 
THE BROOD. 


You recommend if or 11 frames toa hive. My hives | 


have 8 frames, 18's by 1f, only 6 of which are used by 
the queen. My best hive was filled to its utmost 
capacity, having 124 1]bs. of honey exXclusive of top 
boxes. If 6 frames will do this, will 10 or 11 do as 
much more in proportion ? I object to having more 
frames than are necessary. 
many are necessary to give the best results? In the 
spring Lexpeet to find all the outside frames filled 
with honey. Will it be expedient to remove these 
outside frames and put empty combs in center of hive 
to facilitate brood rearing? I left 3 double-width 
hives on their summer stands, having 6 inches of chaff 
on the two sides and 6 inches all over the top, with a 
lock of hay against the north end, held in place by a 
flat stone, and a lock of hay over the entrance, kept 
in place by a shingle. 
cold and windy since the middle of Nov., but Feb. Ist 
being warm I opened the entrances. A few of the 
bees came out, but did not speck the snow in the least, 
and I conclude they are all right. 


they do not fly out, and so far as I can perceive, are in 


good health. J. H. PARSONS. 
Franklin, N. Y., Feb. 2d, 1877. 


According to Doolittle,4 or 5 frames the | 


size of yours, are all that an ordinary queen 
ean use, and we think 6 would be a great plen- 
ty. If weare right, 10 or 11, would do no 
good, but rather harm. We would remove the 


outside frames and put in their place chaff) 


cushions to facilitate brood rearing. We are 
not satisfied that spreading the combs is an 
advantage, if there is plenty of room at all 
times to store the honey. This is a matter on 
which we need some careful experiments. 
When bees will fly without spotting the snow, 
we think them in the best possible condition. 


BURYING BEES ON THEIR SUMMER STANDS, 


Lagree with you as to the value of chaff to pack bees in: | 
it is nut new to me, have used it with good success in- , 


doors and out. The best success I ever had with outdoor 
wintering was this; 1 took off the honey board, laid 3 
sticks across the frames, filled the cover with fine straw 
suid chaff, then banked them up as you would bury pota- 
toes excep! in front, and let them fly at pleasure. They 


The question is, how | 


The bees in the; 
cellar, with no upward ventilation, murmur some, but | 


) tail. 


affected them. 1 have wintered them or part of them s. 
for severa} winters. Let the banking remain until tly 
middle of May or later if need be. Be sure not to take i: 
away until the weather is warm or it will set them back. 
My bee-yard is drifted full; what will cause the snow 
to melt off so I can set them out by the middle of March 
Wa. H. Baca, Oran, N. Y., Feb. 10th, 1877. 
If you recommend leaving the earth about 
the hives until May, we cannot see why you 
should wish to get the snow away in March: 
why not let them alone ? 


Will you or some of the readers of GLEANINGS inform: 
me how many acres of the following bee plants will am- 
ply supply 100 colonies? Buckwheat, Rocky Mountain 
bee plant,mustard, rape, catnip and white clover. 

Joseri Dunn, Bryantsville, Ky. 

[t will probably be a hard matter to decide. 
We will suggest 10 acres of each; this would 
make a very fair “Bee Farm.” Let us hea 
from others. 


I have had a foot power saw rigged up. I ean get np» 
speed of about 1200 revolutions per minute almost instant- 
ly. It runs with ease and does all kinds of work eon- 
nected with bee hives, section boxes, ete. perfectly. It is 
quite different from any foot power saw I ever yet read of. 
I may perhaps send you a description of it some time. 

M. V. Facey, New Hamburg, Ont. Can. Feb. 12th, °77 

Please tell us about it by all means. 





SHALL WE EXTRACT FROM THE BROOD COMLEs “? 

i want to ask you to ask your readers to give thei: 
plan of extracting honey. Is it best to extract all the 
combs, or would they advise to leave 3 or 4 broo:! 
combs in the center untouched ? We lose more queens 
in running bees for extracted honey than for box. Alsv 
I wish to ask the best way to kill the larvae in dron: 
comb, so as to use comb for starting in boxes? In 
ieaving the comb ont, as Doolittle suggests, until th: 


| larvee die, one may use it too soon, and have it capped 
The weather has been very | 


over by the bees; and at other times we don’t know 
how to wait. [have held it overa lighted candle,but that 
injures the walls of the cells. Piease give your plan 
Last spring we began the year with 63 colonies, win- 
tered on sugar syrup; ther came out in fine esndition: 
began swarming the first of June, and continued 
swarming fortwo months. At first I put them back 
and cut out cells, and tried every preventative, exce)! 
extracting, but all tailed, and I was obliged to in- 
crease from 63 to 125 strong colonies. I took about 
5,000 lbs. of honey—extracted as little as I thought ! 
could get along with—about ¥ extracted and % comb. 
Next year I want to take about half extracted, as ! 
could have sold my honey at better advantage at home. 
if [had had as much agein extracted. The market 
for extracted honey is building up. I have nearly dis- 
posed of my crop of honey by keeping my neighbors 
supplied and keeping it in the stores in adjoinine 
towns; selling comb at 25c. and extracted at 2c. re- 
If Jarge quantities are taken I throw off 5c. on 
comb, and 1 or 2c. on extracted. { load up a carriage 
and send my man out to sell through the coun- 
try; have realized about lsc. per Ib., after expenses 
tor selling are met. L. C. AXTELL. 

Roseville, Warren Co., Ill., Mar. 3d, 1877. 

We would advise leaving the entire lower 
story untouched, unless it be the outside 
combs containing no brood. Not because ex 
tracting will injure the brood, but becaus 
there is always danger of letting the bees 
starve, unless they have a surplus ahea’. 


never came ont until the air was warm enough for them} This honey next the brood, is always picels 


to fly and return. A seorching sun and chill wind never 


sealed, and fit stores for winter. 
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Our Homes. 
D oN VG 

But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be biess- 
ed; Jor they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt 
be oe ae at the resurrection of the just.— Luke, 
14: 18, 14. 

ANE Sabbath morning one of the boys 
“ Y) mentioned that he saw a young man on 
~~" the street so intoxicated that he could 
not walk, and I spoke to the school after men- 
tioning the circumstances something as fol- 
lows: 

“What shall we do children, when we meet 
drunken boys or men; we had better turn out 
of the way and have nothing to do with them, 
had we not?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“They had better be sent to jail, had they 


y 





not 

“Yes, sir.” 

“It is their own fault, and they have got just 
what they deserve, and it is no concern of ours 
at all?” 

At this the children began to look from one 
to the other, and some of them were evidently 
i little troubled. Finally one little voice sug- 
zested that we ought to pray for them. 

“Just exactly, my little friends, we are re- 
~ponsible for every boy in our community that 
oes wrong. Now, is there nothing else for us 
10 do besides praying for them ?” 

“Ask them to come to the Sabbath School.” 

“But you said a while ago, they should be 
sent to jail; now which is the best place for 
such boys, the jail or the Sabbath Schoo! ?” 

‘The Sabbath school,” came from a num- 
ber of voices. 

“How shall we get them to come?” 

“Invite them.” 

“But,” suggested one, “he would swear at us 

{ we asked him to come.” 

I told them that my experience had been 
that they would be in no danger of being 
sworn at,ifthey went to these brothers on 
the streets, and asked them in a kind, pleasant 
way to come in and be one of us, and then I 
tried to explain how it was that it was our 
business, and in what way we were ad respon- 
sible, for every case of the kind mentioned, 
that was to be found in our town. 

Shortly after this, a young man broke into a 
saloon, and was detected in the act of taking 
money from the drawer. I found the poor fel- 
low in jail, overcome by sorrow and shame, 
and completely discouraged. He said he had 
heen unable to get work, no one seemed to 
care for him, and he felt that he was almost 
driven to the crime. 1 spoke of the Sabbath 
school, but he pleaded no fit clothes to wear. 
ile knelt with me, and cried like a child, and 
before I left, he had almost promised to come 
with us if he ever had another opportunity. 
Before 1 saw him again, his friends had raised 
some money for him, procured his release, and 
lie was told to “Never show his face in his na- 
tive town again.” The friends who subscribed 
the money, doubtless did it with kind inten- 

ions, though I can but feel that they commit- 
ted a grievous mistake when they banished 


iim from his native place, and turned him | 


adrift among entire strangers. I felt that th: 


place where he had fallen, was the very one 
for him to show by his future conduct, that he 
really could and would yet be atrue man. Is 
it always a kindness, to shield people from the 
consequences of violating our laws? 

About the time of the above  occur- 
rence, a friend found a boy a little out of town 
lying in the road. He took him into his con- 
veyance and intended io take him home, but 
before he arrived there, he came to himse!t 
enough to say he would not be taken to his 
parents in that condition, but directed him to 
drive to a neighbor's. When they arrived 
there, the neighbor, in rather rude terms, de- 
clined taking into his house a drunken man. 





This seemed to add the final stroke to his hu- 
| miliation and shame, and although he was a 
; youth of but 17, he deliberately drew a revol- 
ver from his pocket, cocked it, and held it to 
his temple, saying that if they would not keep 
him until he was fit to go home, he would end 
his miserable life then and there. A drunk- 
ard’s grave Joomed up before him in the future, 
| and what inducement was}there for him to live ? 
|The friend who took him into his carriage, 
here stepped up and told him he would take 








‘are of bim, and as soon as he could, got the 
revolver away from him, and found thatit was 
in reality loaded. This was on Saturday night. 
At nine o’clock on Sabbath morning we have 
«a Bible Class for young men of this class es- 
pecially, and this friend, although he has long 
been one who ridicules and makes light of re- 
| ligion, proposed to take him up to this class, 
| recognizing, seemingly, that in spite of all his 
| unbelief, such a place would be the safest for 
;} one who, at 17, would endanger his life by 
| risking freezing to death in the road, and af- 
| terward attempt suicide as a means of getting 
| rid of all his troubles. When informed of the 
| matter, 1 visited his home; 1 found quite @ 
| family of children, but none of them attended 
| Sabbath School. ‘The mother had been a 
{ 
| 
' 


| 
} 
} 


church member, but for some reason, none of 
them had attended church more than two or 
three times during the past year, and yet this 
j mother, with tears in her eyes, wondered why 
| her boy, who had formerly been so good a boy, 
| had all at once got into bad habits. One of 
the little girls had seen some of the little Gos- 
pel Hymn Books that were used in our mission 
school about three miles away, and I took one 
from my pocket and we had quite a little Sab- 
bath School. As we rose after a simple 
prayer, tears were in the eyes of several. My 
friends, do you not think that old-fashioned 
| Bible a pretty good thing after all, for troubles 
of such a nature ? 
Does anyone inquire if those who are 
| very low in habits of intemperance ever get 
jentirely over it? Within the past week we 
| have seen the very worst cases that could be 
| picked out in our town, come forward, and 
| say that by the help of their Heavenly Father 
they would never more drink another drop, 
i and these brothers are at this minute banded 
together going among their old companions 
jentreating them to come and do _ likewise. 
| Furthermore there are those with them, who 
‘have been in the better path all the way 
from a few months, to several years. One of 
the oldest of these, and one who has been a 
‘notoriously bard drinker, one who used to 
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abuse a kind wife and a family of pretty chil-! ter with him, but he told me in plain, strong 


dren, said that he at one time, after the death’ terms, that my influence was bad, and that | 
of one of the little ones, wrote a promise in the _ was nota good Christian. I tried to ignore 
family Bible not to drink any more. He even him, and to go along in the old way, but find 
wrote this side by side with the register of the ing no peace, I gave up, became humbled, and 
death of the little one, just because he felt that | asked for instruction. Pretty soon I found 
it would then be more sacred, but as he was myself seconding his efforts, first at home, and 
not a follower of Christ, of course he did not then ina little broader field, and finaHy the 
go down on his knees, and ask the dear Sav-_ effects of his labors with one single individual, 
iour to give him the strength to keep to this) have gone clear into your home, dear reader. 
good resolution. He kept sober for awhile, | through the medium of these Home Papers 
but as soon as he got among his old compan-' and if they have been instrumental in stirring 
ions, down he went a3 he had many times be-| to activity the soul of one single brother or 
fore, and he then gave up, and thought there | sister in this broad land, I shall feel that the 
was no use trying. He afterwards got into a) Master has indeed, some message for us all to 
revival meeting, and gave his heart entirely to deliver to some one else. z 
the Lord, and do you suppose he then drank | qe=mmm —— auiaantaae 
any more? Ofcourse he did not, and further | R a. 
more by keeping close to his Saviour in daily | 4; t nd () 
prayer, he, like the young man with the tobac- | ey LY 0d a Ge eres. 
co, lost all taste or desire for it. The smell 
has now become to him disagreeable. Do you | PEEP ACE FS HP SONG rots 
now know why we call Jesus Christ our’ &® NE word about my selling bees from advertising ; 
SAVIOUR? | y last fall I advertised in 3 papers 100 swarms at $5 
Going into the jail to see the young man, and%6. I psid out $8. and sold $7 swarms, 90 you sec 
mentioned, I took a passing glance at three | tkey do not sell very fast even at that price. One ques 
other young men who were there confined, and tion; how much more are bees worth in the spring that 
their faces so impressed me, that I asked per- have wintered well, than in the fall? Iam wintering in 
mission to hold a Bible Class in the jail. When | three different ways; in cellar, in trench, and in cha't. 











[ first mentioned the matter, they seemed rath- The best chaff, is clover I think. ALBERF Porter. 
er troubled and annoyed, but after a little talk,| Eureka, Wis., Dec. 23d, 1876. 
they were quite at ease, and before I left they, 1 would suggest that we call 2 swarm of bees worth 


all but one, joined in singing one of the Gospel! | ove, the first of May, than they were the fall previous. 
Hymus. WhenI then asked permission to, To illustrate, we will call a good colony of Italians worth 
kneel in prayer with them, they all assented, ; just before the honey season, $15.00, and but $20.00 after 
and knelt with me. Do you think as I left, | the honey season is over, At this price they should be 
promising to be on hand promptly every Sab-! well provisioned for winter ; without, say $7.50.) 

bath, that any doubts beset me as to the pro- | 
priety of the undertaking? Or do you think _ ! received your extractor on the 10th of Jane. [ be 
it strange that I really loved those poor fel-| gan the season with 10 colonies, increased to 19 and 
lows without having ever learned why they | took 1268 Ibs. extracted and about 250 lbs. of box hon- 
were imprisoned? While at the jail, I had ey. All the honey that I did not consume, except 150 
some conversation with the sherriff’s wife, and , Ibs., | sold at from 22 to 30 cts. My bees are mostly 
she told me of her native town where the| Italian. I use the Quinby suspended frame, my object 
churches and Sabbath Schools both seemed to | is to double my stocks, keep my bees in the best pos- 
have scarcely life enough in them, to hold out) sible condition, and secure the greatest possible 
much longer, and of the way intemperance | amount of first-class extracted honey. Shall I build 
was prevailing, and then urged me to try and | double width or two story hives? [The latter.| With 
visit them long enough to start them anew. | 8 frames in lower story would 10 frames in an upper 
What a field there is for labor, and how it does story made large enough, be of material advantage ? 
open out and widea out, when one once gets! [We think not.] In ripening honey after it is taken 
to work. I thought the lady’s face seemed fa- | from the hive, is it best done in a deep or shallow ves- 
miliar, and pretty soon I learned that she Was sel? [Shallow.] willit be best to keep the vessel 
the person who first suggested at that confer- | s:anding in hot water or near, or on the stove? 

ence meeting, that I was the one to undertake | HENRY KULP, Hilliard, O., Jan. 19th, "7. 
the Sabbath School I have told you about du-|  cyither way will answer but if the latter be caretul 
ring the past few months. Just one chance  )ou¢ overheating.) 

observation that she had forgotten all about, — ——— 

started the train of thought that led me into Wl!) you allow the discounts named on idn., if the 
this work, and months after, I had been led | amount bought before July Ist in the aggregate 
into that very jail, step by step. In the course | reaches 50 or 100 Ibs.” [Yes.] What heft is best for 
of events the lady who gave the advice, had | surplus boxes and tor brood chamber? [Thinnest 
in charge these very boys who, as they told with good walls.] Will bees rear brood in it as rearl- 
her, felt they had hardly a friend in the world. | ily as in natural comb? [Disputed questions, altho” 
Little do we know of the effect of a single we can not see that our bees make any difference.) I+ 
kind and encouraging word, nor where the ball | there any perceptible difference between surplus 
may stop that is once set rolling, for either good | honey in frames or boxes furnished with fdn., ant 
or bad. ' those constructed entirely by the bees? 

Let us see! A young minister came to our! J. B. Hains, Bedford, 0., Feb. 16th, °77. 

town a few yearsago, and by his boyish and We think no one would discover the difference, 





earnest way, touched me, and made me feel: unless it was pointed out to him. With the very thin 
more uneasy, than could perhaps the combined | tan. produced by our machines, we think we can 1 
I argued the mat-! experts, to tell one from the other, | 


ety 


efforts of the best orators. 
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Isitafactthat Mr. Harbison only realizid, after 
deducting all expenses, including faterest on capital, 
$),000 net profit, on 100 tons of honey? This would be 
only 33}c. per colony. I think it must be a typograph- 
ical error, and should read $10,(00. If not, I prefer to 
remain where I can realize more ‘profit per invest- 
ment. Was his honey all extracted ? 

Lb. F. DAVENPORT. 

Auroraville, Wis., Dec. 28th, 1876. 

| We believe Mr. H. gave it as you have stated. If 
we are correct, the greater part was comb honey stor- 
ed in Harbison frames. } 


I have examined two stocks of Italian bees to-day: 
one with 35 lbs. of honey and the other 45 Ibs. Sealed 
brood in one frame, and the two adjoining frames 
contain larve in abundance. I also find those that are 
packed all around with bran cushions have consumed 
50 per cent. less honey. J. B. DINES. 

Libertyville, St. Francois Co., Mo., Jan. 15, 1877. 


I have lost 10 or 12 colonies, and I fear the worst has 
not come yet. Of one thing I am sure: it will not pay 
to raise queens late in the fall. I ran several colonies 
up tothe middle of September, and have lost all of 
them. I was thinking all the while I would unite 
them, but owing to the press for queens, | was too 
late about it. J. B. BRAY. 

Lynnville, Tenn., Jan. 17, 1877. 


I was glad to get your advice in regard to a beehive, 
as [ made the same mistake last spring, in buying the 
right to make and use the Climax hive, which I now 
suppose has been out of use for the last 10 years, 
After I got it [did not make a single one after the 
pattern, but modified it to my own notion. I have 5 
of them with bees in, but they do not suit me; and 
the object of this letter is to ask your advice in regard 
to ahive to adopt. Ifyou can, send a hive ona small 
scale, so that I can see how the whole thing is fixed, 
all right, as I have ne more money to throw away for 
auseless thing. My idea is to see the thing ready tor 
work, rather than to see it on paper. [We furnish a 
cover and body and one frame in a bundle, for 80c., 
which is cheaper than we could possibly make a small 
model.} Do you recommend artificial swarming ? [If 
you wish increase of stock, not otherwise.). Would 
you advise buying one of those dollar queens? [Most 
certainly ; if they prove pure, they are worth $3.00, 
and they are worth a dollar in any case. | 

W. I. Bricut, M. D. 

Dumontville, O., Jan. 23d, 1877. 


| have got to move my bees this spring about a mile; 
how shall I prevent them (rom going back to the old 
place?) Wlllit do to move them in a lumber wagon 
over arough road? Do you know of anybody in the 
State of Michigan that has got any more honey per 
colony from their Italian bees than I did from my 
Llacks, last season ? I securei 1850 Ibs. from 14 stocks 
in spring and their increase; increased to 37, mostly 
by natural swarming. I did not allow any stock to 
swarm but once, except when they followed the young 
queen out, and then I invariably returned them to the 
same stock. How do you think a brick cellar would 
do for bees? Say lay a brick bottom on the ground, 
and then build up and arch over and cover with earth 
or Straw ? D. GARDNER. 

Carson City, Mich., Mar. 7, 1877. 

(Had you moved the bees before they had flown in 
the spring, you would have had little or no trouble, 
and it will probably be best to wait until after several 
cold stormy days, even now. If they do come back 


very much, leave some of the weakest stocks until the 





last, to catch the returning bees. We fear you will 
hardly succeed without considerable loss. Put con- 
siderable straw in your wagon, drive slowly, and you 
can move them thus very well. Your yield was very 
good indeed for common bees, but nothing extra for 
1t hives of Italians. Was it comb, or extracted honey? 
The brick cellar, we fear, would be damp, in spite of 
all the ventilation you could give.] 

{Truly a friend in need, is a friend indeed ; listen !} 

MOVING BEES, AND STANDS FOR HIVES. 

I see you recommend moving bees 2 or 3 miles, and 
then bring them back after a few days, or move them 
a few feet atatime. I used todo that way, but now, 
when I want to change the location of a stand, as in 
transferring, or from any other cause, I reduce the 
colony tothe condition of a swarm by driving it in 
box hive or shaking the bees from frames and letting 
them cluster in a box, and then giving them their 
combs or the combs of another hive. After they are 
quiet in their new location, I have no trouble with 
bees returning to old locations, and I have moved 
them in this way from 20 yards to one-half mile. I use 
a stalk of broom-corn to brush bees from combs; and 
for a stand for the hive, nothing suits me better than 
4 half bricks, before you put down the sawdust; two 
laid flat and two on edge, if you wish the hive inclin- 
ed a little. For the two-story hives, with one whole 
brick under the back cnd you can level the hive 
easiest. GATEPOST. 

I have not been able to get my money out of N. C. 
Mitchell as yet. Do you think I will be able to make 
him pay me ? JAMES MCCOOK. 

Natchitoches, La., Mar. 1, 1877. 

{ We should be very glad indeed to be able to say 
there seemed a prospect of Mitchell’s keeping his 
promises, but at present there seems to be nothing left 
for us to do but to prevent his wronging other people 
in the same way. | 

The 1000 sections received, and I think you deserve 
much credit for the manner in which they are put up 
and packed. I am very much pleased with them and 
hope to want enough for 6000 lbs. the coming season. 
Bees all right so far in tip top order. 

J. BUTLER, Jackson, Mich. 


I have 74 swarms of bees in cellar doing well. Took 
1800 lbs. of honey in sections, and 200 Ibs. of extracted. 
Started with 45 last May. C, Kenpie. 

Naperville, Ill., March 8th, 1877. 


Would like to know if bran is as good as chaff for cush- 
ions. J. B. DINEs. 

Libertyville, Mo., Dec. 21st, 1876. 

[We presume coarse bran will be equally as good as 
chaff, but with us it is considerably more expensive. | 


On fine sunshiny days my bees come out and drop 
on the snow and die by hundreds. What can I do to pre- 
vent it? My bees are the common kind. 

J.J. Wuirr, Clinton, Mich., Jan. 23d, 1877. 

(Can only repeat; keep the hives so well covered with 
chaff or something similar, that they will not warm up 
until pleasant warm weather.] 


GOOD AND BAD TEACHING. 

In 1873 on the 18th of July my son found a swarm of 
bees, nearly pure Italians, on a little plum bush. He pu: 
them into an American hive with empty frames. In two 
weeks the hive was filled with nice white comb and honey, 
and in three weeks that very valuable queen took a swarm 
to the woods. Now what was lost for the want of a little 
practical information such as GLEANINGS gives. Under 
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Doolittles’s management from 40 to 80 lbs. of comb honey | 
worth 25c. and a valuable swarm $10. I aman old man | 
and have no time to experiment, but want to follow the 
beaten track that others have found successful. I wish 
to say a few words about Hosmer. His teachings ruined 
all who followed them. His wintering was a failure. 
With perfect cellars his example would have been less 
ruinous, but nobody had any such cellars then. Now I 
think I have one. We shall see. J. A. Kina. 
Janesville, Minn., March 8th, 1877. 


Saw rec'd and works good, can run it all day long day 

after day and not want to go a visiting. 
Cuas, H. RvE, Manalapan, N. J., Mar. 13th, °77. 

(The saw mentioned was sent on approval],and while we 
are very much pleased indeed to hear such an excellent 
report of it, we feel it a duty to say that many find it 
pretty severe exercise to sawall day. We think, friend 
R., you must have unusual muscular strength, besides a 
knack of keeping your saw in nice cutting order. | 


WHAT A BOY OF 12 DID. 

In °73 I had one hive of bees in the spring and they 
threw off a good swarm in July, and from the two I got 
$25. worth of honey, and sold the bees in the fall for $15. 
I was then 12 years old, being 16 now, and father and I 
have got 36 swarms in the cellar; that is both of us to- 
gether. We went into partnership last spring on bees. I 
am his boy yet, but he encourages us to do business on 
our own account. I would like to know how you keep 
tae queen from going up into the upper story and laying 
eggs, for Lam making a new hive. am going to set one | 
on top of another and fill the upper set of frames with | 
sections. WALTER D. STORK. 

Belle Valley, Pa., March 8th, 1877. 

{May much happiness and prosperity attend the part- 
nership of father and son, and may more sons and fathers 
do likewise. Use rather small sections, and tin separa- 
tors, and we think you need not fear the queen.] 








SI co Will secure you, Neatly Printed 20 No. 5, 
. XX Envelopes, and we furnish 250 
Note Heads also Neatly Printed for Bf. 
All Post paid. A. H. PEAKE, Medina, O. — 
E.W.HALE’S 
Price List of Bees, Queens, Etc., for 1877. 


with tested queen....... 





1 Full colony $13 00 
Sires rae miciene ee recesesns 5 50 
Sits. * e ER ne acaeun 4 00 
SPINE: CUOOR ns 6: swiivesautcaetsanse ccieuwskeneen 2 50 
SOON FS Sa civ ceic sess dan anseetekakeasen sss 


1 00 
A discount of 10 per cent will be made on all orders 
of more than $1000 each. All my queens are raised | 
from Imported Mothers, 1 only guaranteeing the safe 
arrival of all tested queens within 1000 miles. The 
money must accompany each order, and all orders 
will be filled strictly in rotation. My location enables 
me to furnish queens much earlier than parties far- 
ther north. Addres;3, 
2-10d E. W. HALE, Wirt ©. 1... W. Va. 





You cannot look over the back No’s of GLEANINGS 
or any other Periodical with satisfaction, unless they 
are in some kind ofa Binder. Who has not said 
*Dear me what a bother—I must haye last 
month’s Journal and it’s no where to be found.” Put 
each No. in the Emerson Bin ler as soon as it comes 
and you can sit down bappy, any time you wish to find 
any thing you may have previously seen even though 
it were months ago. 

Binders for GLEANINGS (will hold them for four 
years) gilt lettered, free by mail for 50, 60, and 75c, ae- 
cording to quality. For table of prices of Binders for 
any Periodical, see Oct. No., Vol. 2. Send in yow 
or lers. A. L. ROOT, Medina, O. 





ITALIAN BEES, 


Imported and home bred queens; full colonies and 
nuc'eus colonies; bee keeper’s supplies of all kinds, 
Queens bred early in the season. Send for catalogue. 
otf DR. J. P. H. BROWN, 

Augusta, Ga. 
I have just purchased latest improved machinery and 
can promptly furnish 


Pure Beeswax Comb Foundation. 


at the following low prices. Made from Yellow Wax, 
70 cents per pound; White Wax, $1.00 per pound. 
Packed in light, wooden boXes—paper between the 
sheets. At above rates, the sieets will be cut to any 
desired size. Ten per cent. discount will be given on 
50 pounds or more. 

ax delivered here, will be worked up for 40 cents 
a pound or fer half the wax and 6 cents a pound on 
your share. 

Highest cash price paid for pure wax. All Freight 
or Express charges to be paid by the purchaser. If 
ordered by mail, add 25 cents per pound to above 
prices. Samples by mail 10 cents. Enlarged Bee Cir- 
cular ready April first. J. H. Nellis. 

Canajoharie, N. Y. 3-5 


- DESCRIPTIOIS AND PRICES _ 
Of Hives and best Sectional Honey Boxes free. Carpet 


Stretcher and Tack Holder Combined. Sample Fy mail 30c. 
Agents Wanted. 3-4 BARKER & DICER, Marshall, Mich. 





ITALIAN QUEENS FOR 1877. 


Queens bred from Imported or home bred stock. 
Sate arrival guaranteed. Will send you every time 
= what you order. 


nwarranted queen.......... heres vsduswases -- $100 
x - OG WOR oiscec pe dade acscss 11 50 
Warranted * Saseveses Ao duswcccdecsscess 1 50 
_ - per half doz........--+.+ 8 00 
a ~ DOF DOB ceccccesecceyeses 14 00 
Tested i efore July Ist.......... 3 50 
ves _ after = MO wtabeaene 2 50 
~ 2 vi 0% “4 for..... # 00 
oe 3 - aed “perdoz.. 20 00 
2 frame nucleus (frame 11x12) and tested queen 

SITET DUG 106000 ocvicctersscoseees se eacseen as 5 00 
RESP pe Pru r gassadkonuses aed eocsee 20 (0 
Sarze and unwarranted queen..... eadeeeascwe we 4 00 
5 * os Seees dsnaccuveave: at OD 

2tf J. OATMAN & CO,, Dundee, Ils. 





C.GILLETTE. Leroy, N. ¥Y,. Breeder 

- of Pure White Leghorn Fowls. Eggs $2.50 per 

dozen. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. Will ex- 
change for a few Stocks of Bees or Nuclei. 3-5 





Good Offer.—Bee Hives, Frames, Surplus Boxes— 
any style—cheap. Italian Queens given to our Pat- 


rons. For particulars of our plan, Prices, Etc., 
Adddress - H. MARTIN, 
3-4pd Hartford, N. Y. 





COMBS. 


In the Standard Langstroth frame at 25 cents each. 
My former partners having quit the bee business, we 
have a quantity of good combs at above pr.ce. Also 
a lot of two year old Osage Orange hedge plants at 
$2, per 1000 or less according to quantity ordered. 
4ud Address F. T. NUNN, Peru, Iluron Co., Ohio. 


100 COLONIES ITALIAN BEES FOR SALE 


At $7,50 Per Colony. 
_M. PARAM, Piao Biafl, As 


Improved Quinby Smoker. 


Quinby’s “ Bee-Keeping Explained.’ 
Box material for as practical a box as can 
be made. Glass cheaper than ever be- 
fore. Queens, Hives, Colonies, Extractors, 
Clasps, Bee Veils, ete. Be : 

Send for Illustrated —" Cir- 


cular. L. ©. YT, 
. er ie Herkimer, Go., N. Y. 
4t 


itfd 











